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Mission Statement


The goal of the Campaign to Reclaim the F-Word W.I.L.L. Capstone Project is to make the discussion of feminism accessible to the campus community outside of a structured discourse of Women and Gender Studies classes. We aim to provide understanding of the concept of “feminism” through artistic exhibitions, informal interviews, interactive on-line discussions, and a concluding panel and discussion hour with members from the TCNJ campus community. 

Rationale


Currently, the perception of feminism varies drastically between members of the Women and Gender Studies department—faculty and students—and the rest of the campus community.  Often times, students agree or identify with the tenants of feminism, but refuse to identify themselves with this term. How many times has it been heard that a student prefaces an opinion by saying, “I’m not a feminist, but…”? By educating the campus community through the use of multiple mediums, the mystique surrounding feminism will be transformed, and ultimately result in a more informed campus. Through these efforts to redefine feminism in the minds of the TCNJ community, we will be able to begin to open discussion amongst friends, peers, and mentors.

Objectives/Processes
· Reach out to as many academic departments and student organizations in order to obtain artistic submissions, interviewees, and public interest.
· Clubs/Organizations that W.I.L.L capstone and W.I.L.L. members are part of
· Greek Organizations
· Academic Honor Societies
· Social Clubs
· Raise funds for publicity, art supplies, etc.
· Completing odd jobs for individuals in the local campus community
· Restaurant fundraiser
· Assemble art exhibition showcasing “What Feminism Is…” from the perspectives of various artists from the campus, community, and alumni
· Visual Artwork:
· Paintings
· Photos
· Advertisements
· Sculpture
· Poems
· Assemble a video expression of “What Feminism Is…” through interviews conducted by WI.L.L. Capstone members with individuals from the TCNJ campus to be presented at the conclusion of our campaign. 
· Interviews
· Creation of an interactive, forum based website for open dialogue and discussion amongst TCNJ students.
· Facebook Group Page: Provide discussions, photos, links, etc.
· Look into connections to the TCNJ website or WGS Department Website
· Create a catalyst for mature discussion of feminism founded on the basic information assembled in the project and from their personal experience.
Division of Committee Tasks
1.) Visual Media Committee 

a. Art Exhibition
2.) Video Interview Committee

a. Interviewers

b. Editors

c. Camera Women
3.) Campus Relations Committee

a. Publicity

b. Event Planning: Panel Discussion 

c. W.I.L.L. involvement
4.) Fundraising

a. Planning opportunities to fundraise
b. Create and maintain a Facebook group for discussion and expression

Visual Media Committee

Goals and Responsibilities: 

The goals for the Visual Media Committee are to explore, gather, and display the many abstract visual representation of feminist artwork. The first responsibility for this committee is to research various forms of expression from different forms of art. Under the umbrella of “artwork” is certainly not exclusively to paintings, which of course will also be a part of this research, but poems and exhibits. 

Gathering the Feminist Forms of Expression

This broad component will be narrowed down by the committee during brainstorming sessions, as only a few will be displayed in our “Reclaiming the F-Word” Exhibit. Since original portraits may be difficult to obtain for our exhibit, money from our fundraising committee will allow us to display very beautiful duplicates through lamination and quality paper. Overall, the committee must choose what is to be displayed; what represents Feminist Artwork in a respectable and honest manner. 
Contacting Local Artist/ Student Resources for the Arts 

The second responsibility for The Visual Media Committee is to also reach out to current or TCNJ alums that have either studied such feminist artwork or actually produced feminist artwork (i.e. Jennifer Bravermen, Karin Christiaens). Not only will they be used as resources to understanding where feminist art has come from, where it is and where it will be, but they will also be helpful in asking to display their work in our exhibition. 

Organizing and Executing the Exhibition 

The third responsibility is forming a team of curators to execute the display of the artwork which was found. Not only is this committee responsible for setting up this exhibit but also finding the appropriate space that is available on campus (i.e. Library Atrium, Stud Atrium, or perhaps BSC 201-202 and have just a specific day of this exhibition?).The culmination of research and the attention to the details of the artwork that will be displayed is thus the culmination of our “Reclaiming the F-Word” Art exhibition.
Visual Media Committee Assignments
Week One: March 4, 2010

· Gather committee to brainstorm: What is Feminist Art represented as today? 
· Each member must research and attain 2 artist that they feel represents where feminist artwork is today, as well as where feminist art has been. Both the past and future research of feminist art is needed to be represented in the attainment of the resources found in this research aspect of the project.
· Begin contacting local artist or art major students that have been exposed to feminist art/artist.  
Week Two: March 18, 2009

· Keep in contact with either potential artist and students 

· Finalize their partnership/ participation in our exhibition

· For potential artist: ask to use their artwork for the exhibition 

Week Three: March 25, 2009

· Finalize both artist work to be displayed and outside artwork form other artist that will also be displayed
· For “outside” artwork: How will we replicate these paintings? Gather needed materials that will display the artwork tastefully. 
· What are the copyright “rules” for the outside artwork to be displayed on campus? 
· Check in with Campus Relations Committee for the reserved space for exhibition. 
· Finalize with Fundraising Committee the budget we will need for the displaying of artwork 
Week Four: April 1, 2010

· Begin assembling the artwork: What is needed- Framework? Lamination? 

· For actual instillation: what is needed to be assembled for display? 
Visual Media Committee Assignments

(Continued)
Week Five: April 8, 2010

· Set up artwork 
· Check in on artwork during the week
Week Six: April 15, 2010

· Art Exhibit!

Week Seven: April 25, 2010

· Gather thoughts and feedback about exhibit. 

Video Interview Committee

Responsibilities and Goals:

As a part of engaging the campus community in conversation and consideration of feminism, the Video Interview Committee will be responsible for seeking and compiling a broad range of opinions and ideas about feminism from students, professors, and TCNJ workers from diverse departments, ideologies, and backgrounds. The ultimate product (video) will be displayed at the Panel Discussion/Final Event as a way to spark dialogue and critical thinking. In addition, video may be posted on ‘The F-Word’ website, possibly linked to the TCNJ web site, or incorporated into the art exhibit.  

Members of this committee will take on one or more of three roles: interviewers, camera/equipment women, and editors. Because of the specialized nature of some of these duties, we ask that capstone students with prior knowledge of shooting or editing videos participate in this committee. Regardless of duty, all Video Interview Committee members are expected to participate at each level of planning. After the initial stages of study, planning, and brainstorming, committee members will establish their preference for interviewing or recording/dealing with video equipment. After students are satisfied that they have collected an appropriate amount of footage representing diverse findings, committee members will review footage and decide which clips to incorporate, ultimately editing and polishing a short video.

Video Interview Committee Assignments

Week One: March 4, 2009
· Brainstorm logistics of interview process
· Choose between random on-campus interviews or targeting individuals from specific groups, departments, and organizations
· In the case of “random interviews,” brainstorm suitable locations for interviewing, times of day, etc.
· In the case of “targeted interviews,” brainstorm target organizations and groups in addition to ways to recruit people who are interested in being interviewed, coordinating with Publicity Committee if necessary
· Determine wording of question to be asked (one question per interviewee- make it short, simple, and clear… leave embellishment and direction up to interviewee)
· Discuss rental/loan of video equipment (how many cameras?) and purchase of supplies, coordinating with Fundraising Committee if necessary
· Determine desired length of video (e.g. 15 minutes)
· Determine desired number of interviewees, and number from each group, demographic, department, etc.
· Discuss ultimate use of video footage (discussion, art exhibit, web site)
· Tentatively divide into interviewer, camera/equipment women, and editing roles
· Homework:
· Continue researching rental/loan/purchase of video equipment and editing process
· Begin to contact target interviewees
· Read article(s) on feminist styles of interviewing
Video Interview Committee Assignments

(Continued)
Week Two: March 18, 2009

· Discuss feminist styles of interviewing and methods of interviewing that leave out judgment and bias, in order to get a real sense of the campus community’s perception of feminism
· Discuss and draft Consent Form for interviewees, including the purpose/mission statement of our project, the future use of footage, and portion to sign agreement to “Please give us your honest and unfiltered opinion…,” etc.
· Discuss assignment of roles for the interview process and decide upon tentative dates, times, locations, and targets for actual interviews. 
· Homework:
· Finalize rental/loan/purchase of video equipment
· Contact target individuals or organizations for interviewing, and finalize dates, times, and locations for interviewing
· Create Consent Form document, and make copies of Consent Form (2 forms for each interviewee—one to sign and one to keep)
· *** Once dates are set, interview process will begin ASAP after our class on March 18th. We will aim to complete the process of recording interviews by April 1st. As soon as recording/interviewing process is complete, editing process must begin.

Week Three: March 25, 2009

· Discuss progress of interviews
· Continue to contact interviewees, establish dates/times/locations, and video rental as necessary
· Finalize plans for ultimate use of video (discussion, art exhibit, web site, etc.)
Video Interview Committee Assignments

(Continued)

Week Four: April 1, 2009

· Actual interview process should be complete, or very nearly so
· Discuss experiences, findings, and diversity of answers
· View footage that we have collected and start to weed out what we would and would not like to incorporate
· Finalize duties of those involved in editing process
· Talk about creative composition of the video (title slide, music, etc.)
· Homework:
· Utilize the IT office/other sources if necessary for help/equipment for editing
· *** Editing process to commence ASAP. Aim to complete editing process by week of April 8th 

Week Five: April 8, 2009

· Editing process should be complete, or very nearly so
· Finalize/plan showing of video at Panel Discussion/Art Exhibit
· In light of final product, discuss potential reaction and questions posed to those who view the video at Discussion Event. Discuss larger purpose and implications of the findings of the video.
· Homework:
· Post video on web site
· Prepare for Final Event
Week Six: April 15, 2009

· Final Event: Make it a success!
· Homework:
· Reflections on event and viewers’ reactions
Week Seven: April 22, 2009

· Discuss with Capstone observations and reflections of ‘The F-Word’ week and ways to encourage the campaign’s longevity/annual presence on campus, perhaps coordinating with WILL e-board
Campus Relations Committee

Goals and Responsibilities:

The goals and responsibilities of the Campus Relations Committee falls under three categories: publicity, event planning, and W.I.L.L. member involvement. The target audience that this committee will focus on is the overall campus community at TCNJ as well as the specific audience of the fabulous W.I.L.L women.

For publicity, the committee is responsible to communicate with the other committees to create flyers for fundraising and planned events, get these flyers approved by the appropriate Campus authorities, ensure that flyers are posted with the aid of the respective committee, chalking, table tents, and the creation of Facebook events to reach as many members of the TCNJ campus as possible. 

In the aspect of event planning, this committee is to plan and execute the final concluding program of the campaign. Committee members are to reserve campus space, the needed audio-video devices and equipment, speakers, and to plan the overall program. 

The final aspect of the Campus Relations Committee is to address and encourage the involvement of W.I.L.L. members in every event planned by the Capstone class. These women are extremely vital to the campaign as through them they will bring friends and learn from what we offer.

Campus Relations Committee Assignments
Week One: March 4, 2009
· Brainstorm the nature of the final program

· Think of potential speakers

· Look into reserving a space on campus: Library Auditorium?

· Potential Date set for mid-April (April 15)

· Homework:

· Fully develop structure for the final program: Panel, Video Q/A, Discussions, etc.

· Create a general letter to be sent to potential individuals involved in the program

· Look up available spaces and dates on campus

Week Two: March 18, 2009

· Tell Capstone about the final program and what it entails; Pick Final that works for majority of Capstone members
· Homework:
· Reserve campus space for the event; receive confirmation
· Begin creation of Fundraiser advertisements and flyers (table tents!)
· Create an email to be sent to the WILL list-serve explaining what the project is and how we hope for their support and participation
Week Three: March 25, 2009

· Confirm date and location of final event with the Capstone

· Reserve spaces (Library or STUD) for art exhibit to be held during Week 6 or Week 7; talk with Visual Media Committee to Confirm

· Homework:

· Create flyers for the Art Exhibit and second fundraising event

· Look into getting a Signal ad asking for art submissions

Week Four: April 1, 2009

· Continue work on Final Program: Begin to assign tasks for Capstone members to complete the day of the event (speakers, ushers, clean up, set up, etc.)
· Confirm speakers (if needed for event)
· Talk with Video and Interview Committee to check progress of the video (length, type of equipment needed to showcase)
· Homework:
· Get all flyers approved by appropriate campus authorities for the Art Exhibit and Final Program
· Begin posting around campus
· Create a general email to send to campus organizations about Art Exhibit and the Final Program
Week Five: April 8, 2009

· Help set up Art Exhibit in reserved location

· Monitor the Art throughout the week (make sure it’s not falling down, destroyed, etc.)

· Post flyers for Final Program

· Provide final information for the final program to the Capstone

· Homework:

· Advertise final program through email, Facebook, flyers, etc.

· Make sure that all things are finalized for program (speakers, location, etc.)

Week Six: April 15, 2009

· Final Program: Make it a success!
· Homework:
· Reflections on what could make it better/ been done differently
Week Seven: April 22, 2009

· Discuss with Capstone general observations of the Art Exhibit and Final Program

Fundraising Committee
Responsibilities and Goals:
The Fundraising Committee has two main responsibilities to make this a project a success. The first is to raise money and the second is to track all purchases made during the project to ensure proper budgeting. The success of these fundraisers does not lie solely in the work of the fundraising chairs, but in the combined efforts of those on the fundraising committee and publicity. The target audience for the efforts of the fundraising committee is the TCNJ campus community and the various student organizations that exist 

The first responsibility of the fundraising committee is to research and plan fundraising opportunities for the W.I.L.L. Capstone. The committee should research opportunities that exist on campus to raise funds, while also looking into programs that are provided off campus such as restaurant fundraisers and paid volunteer opportunities. The amount of funds that this project requires to be collected is $500.00 as this money will be used for photo development, lamination, publicity efforts, and other needed supplies.

The second responsibility of the fundraising committee is to track the budget and to collect receipts from Capstone members in order to reimburse them for purchases made during the course of the project. The Fundraising Committee should report to the Capstone how much money has been used, is needed to be collected, etc. during each weekly meeting immediately following the first fundraiser.

Fundraising Committee Assignments

Week One: March 4, 2009

· Brainstorm ideas for fundraisers

· Overall Goal: $500.00 

· Homework: 

· Research feasibility of all potential fundraisers

Week Two: March 18, 2009

· Choose final fundraisers and present options to the Capstone; Describe what fundraiser entails

· Pick potential dates for fundraisers 
· *At least 2 fundraisers must be planned! Cannot be planned after April 2, 2009*

· Homework: 

· Contact organization and set date for Fundraisers

· Once dates/place set, contact Publicity committee to start flyers, emails, etc.

Week Three: March 25, 2009

· Give all details of fundraisers to the Capstone course 
· Talk with Publicity to make sure that flyers have been created and approved
· Homework: 
· Post fundraising flyers around campus
· Send emails to classes and student organizations
Week Four: April 1, 2009

· Report on the success of the first fundraiser: Give total amount in budget

· Remind Capstone about upcoming and last Fundraising event!

· Homework:

· Post flyers around campus

· Research affordable means for photo development, lamination, and other art supplies that may be needed (i.e., tape, rope, etc.)

· Is TCNJ the best option? Or should we go to FedEx, UPS, Staples for these services?
Week Five: April 8, 2009

· Inform Capstone of W.I.L.L. Capstone Account Summary
· Remind committees of need for receipts for all purchases and reimbursements
· Provide Photo Development/Lamination information to the Art Committee
Fundraising Committee Assignments

(Continued)
· Homework:
· Write a general letter of thanks to organizations/businesses that allowed us to fundraise through them
Week Six: April 15, 2009

· Inform Capstone of W.I.L.L. Capstone Account Summary

· If more money is needed for reimbursements, plan another fundraiser to be completed and money collected before the W.I.L.L. Graduation. No W.I.L.L. Capstone member should receive reimbursement after this date.

· If extra money exists in the budget, research potential causes for donation or keep as a gift to the success of the next Capstone.

· Homework:

· Create pro/con list for future fundraisers

Week Seven: April 22, 2009

· W.I.L.L. Capstone Account Summary; Tell Capstone where additional money will go 
Online Activism Committee

(Division of the Fundraising Committee)

Goals and Responsibilities:


The goals and responsibilities of the Online Activism Committee are to create an online space for open discussion and education about feminism accessible to the campus community. The target audiences that this committee will focus on are the students, teachers, and other members of campus. The primary focuses of this committee will be to decide how to establish an online space and to research discussion topics relating to “Reclaiming the ‘F’ word.”

The first focus on how to establish an online space involves figuring out what aspect of the internet the campus has in common. For example, the committee can analyze what websites are the most popularly visited by members of the TCNJ campus community. Then, this committee will figure out how to properly utilize this component of online space to build a forum for discussion and education. 

The second focus will be to analyze how to present topics relating to “Reclaiming the ‘F’ word” in order to get the campus community interested. This involves understanding the campus audience’s perception and attitude towards feminism, and using the appropriate rhetoric to engage them. Additionally, this committee will research potential topics for discussion for the online space created.

Online Activism Committee Assignments

Week 1: March 4, 2010

· Brainstorm ways on how to create an online space for discussion. (Whether it is creating a new website, or utilizing an already established websites such as Facebook.com )
·  Discuss what are the most popular websites used by the TCNJ campus community and how to insert our presence onto these sites.
· Homework: 
· Research the practicality and means of the brainstormed options. Be prepared to report back to the committee about what is feasible in order to finalize the means for internet activism.
Week 2: March 18, 2010

· Finalize the mode of how to use the internet. Brainstorm potential thought provoking questions (keep in mind the audience when phrasing these questions). Also brainstorm ways of advertising this new online creation to the campus.
· Homework:
· Ask friends and other members of campus (not just self-identifying feminists), what kinds of things will get them involved in an online discussion. Each member should think of at least two ways of advertising this. Begin putting together the online means of activism.
Week 3: March 25, 2010

· Finalize the methods of advertising. (Select 4 ways to implement). 
· Discuss advertising means with the Campus Outreach Committee. 
· Discuss results of random interviews to get a feel of campus culture, attitude and tendency towards feminism
· Homework:
· Each member should come up with 5 unique ways of starting discussion online (via pictures, poems, questions, current events, etc.)
· Continue developing online means of activism.
Week 4: April 1, 2010

· Discuss plan of action in terms of presenting discussion starters on the web.
· Homework:
· Continue developing online means of activism and begin posting discussion topics. Advertise to friends to take a look and contribute to the online forum. Send an e-mail to WILL for increased participation.
· Focus on fundraising efforts.
Online Activism Committee Assignments
(Continued)

Week 5: April 8, 2010

· Reflect on progress of online efforts and come up with a system for sustaining this online activism.
· Homework:
· Continue maintaining online activism. 
· Focus on fundraising efforts.
· Help other committees with their tasks.
Week 6: April 15, 2010

· Reflect upon online activism progress. Discuss next potential topic for the website. 
· Focus on fundraising efforts.
· Homework:
· Maintain online activism. 
· Focus on funds.
· Help other committees.
A- Campus Relations and Advertising 
i. Campus Relations Committee-Advertising: Meeting Minutes
Thursday, March 18, 2010

· Committee Members: Alyssa Ellmann, Lauren Crespo,  and Evelin Martinez
· Aim to schedule panel/presentation for April 15 (worst case scenario: April 22) at 8 pm

· Art Exhibit should start April 12 (all art collected by April 10-11)

· Need to Reserve:

· Library Auditorium

· BSC 202 E/W (if Lib not available)

· Plan Event:

· Opening (possible speakers –professors, artists, students, etc.)

· Possible Speakers: Ashley, ML, Nelson, Liz Asburg, Landreau, Nicolosi (class will vote and decide)

· Video

· Discussion

· Conclusion

· Walk-Around Art Exhibit

· Co-Sponsorship: way of gaining publicity and ensuring that diverse audience is in attendance

· Contact both male and female organizations (fraternities, sororities, club sports, student organizations)

· Chi Upsilon Sigma, Phi Sigma Sigma, Delta Zeta, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, AAA, Indian American Association, Prism, VOX, W.I.L.L.

· Use SOL email to publicize the event 

· Souvenirs for event: Merchandise ( sell our t-shirts, pins???

· Reserved Library Auditorium for Tuesday, April 20 from 6-10 pm (used R-25)

To Do for Next Week (Thursday, March 25, 2010)

· Entire Committee: 

· Final lay-out of program to present to the W.I.L.L. Capstone class

· Alyssa:

· Find/reserve space for the Art Exhibit for the week of April 11 (April 13-20)

· Look into Signal ads (deadline); how to get info. On TCNJ calendar and “This Week at TCNJ” email

· Lauren:

· Create an e-mail to be sent to WGS faculty and W.I.L.L

· Evelin:

· Contact organizations for co-sponsorship

Thursday, March 25, 2010

· New addition to our committee (yay!): Michele Calvo

· Discussion of the final panel/presentation with the Capstone 

· Rather than doing a panel/presentation, the Capstone suggested taking the event in an interactive  performance direction

· Ideas presented by Capstone:

· Fish bowl: Have audience members place slip of paper into fish bowl responding to the question, “what is the first thing you think of when you hear the word feminist?”

· Use these responses as part of the performance –pull out slips of paper in between readings by professors, artists, Capstone members, etc.

· Encounters with the F*Word

· Should be a personalized and transformative experience

· Our participation: read own experiences, poems, quotes, etc.

· M.C./Hostess for the evening

· Timing is extremely important; event should flow 

· 7:30: Doors open –audience members can walk around the exhibit take in the art

· 8:00: Program begins

· 9:30: Max. end for the program

· Possible speakers:

· Landreau

· Nicolosi

· Friedman

· J. Braverman (artist)

· Lorna Johnson

· Get an Itinerary set!!!!

· Play music (feminist music – either gather fem. music or use cd sold by W.I.L.L)

· Video = 15 min.

· Taglines for Flyers/Publicity:

· Event Titled: “The F Word Experience”

· Experience the F*Word

· Need a Little F*Word in your life?

· You’re Probably an F*Word

To Do for Next Week (April 1, 2010):

· Evelin:

· Reach out to the WGS professors –redraft email and send to Cecelia to email to entire faculty; encourage student participation in attending the event; what students can get out of the presentation and how it could be possibly incorporated into a lecture

· Michele:

· Write an email to Jen Braverman, Lorna Johnson, and John Landreau inviting them to speak during our presentation (5 min. max about their experience with feminism, identifying as feminists)

· Lauren:

· Write task descriptions for the presentation day/email to entire class

· Send out an hour-by-hour itinerary for the April 20 presentation

· Email W.I.L.L. about project and “Save the Date” information

· Alyssa:

· Work on placing an ad in the Signal 

· Promoting the event through “This Week at TCNJ”

· Possible Flyers

· Confirm library auditorium and lobby for exhibit

Thursday, April 1, 2010

· Updates:

1.) Cosponsors for the event have been finalized. They are: Phi Sigma Sigma, Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Chi Upsilon, VOX, Woman’s Space, and Delta Zeta

2.) Speakers have been contacted to participate in our event. 

3.) Emails have been sent to WGS Professors and W.I.L.L. asking them to “Save the date” to attend

4.) Library auditorium, lower lobby, and main lobby have all been confirmed. Main lobby reserved for the art exhibit from April 13-16 (only dates available).

· To Complete in Class:

1.) Sign up for tasks for the day of the event (postponed until next class 4/8) 

2.) Reminder, the tasks are:

a.) Introduction (1)

b.) MC/Hostess for the Evening (1)

c.) Fishbowl  (4)

d.) Ushers (4)

e.) Personal Stories (4-5)

f.) Audio/Visual (1)

g.) Merchandise (2)

h.) Clean Up (everyone)

i.) Photographer/Historian (1)

j.) Video  recorder (1)

k.) Watcher of the Art: (non-Capstone student)

l.) Conclusion (1)

3.) Choose personal story speakers (postponed until next class 4-8)
4.) Set Itinerary (to be completed by April 8)

5.) Confirm CMS supplies:

a.) Number of tables: 2

b.) Music Stands for artwork (already in the auditorium)

c.) Chairs: -

6.) Re-try “TCNJ Calendar”; Signal Ad (do we have money for this? Would it be better to just advertise the event via fliers, TCNJ webpage??)

7.) Create fliers (approved by April 12; up by April 14)

8.) CA boards to be created by: Yasmine (Feminist stereotypes), Radha (information about the blog), Natalie (information about the event), Maria (art) – Due: Wed. 4/7

9.) Draft email for SOL-L

· Big Announcement:


***JBRAVE IS GOING TO CREATE A LOGO FOR OUR EVENT!!!!!***
To Do for Next Week (April 8, 2010):
· Alyssa and Lauren:  

· Write formal invitation to President Gitenstein, Deans, Provost, Vice Provost

· Michele: 

· Draft email for SOL-L and send out

· Evelin: 

· Place “F*Word Experience” on the TCNJ calendar; send professor email to ML; confirm and remind all co-sponsors

Thursday, April 8, 2010

Updates:

· Invitations were sent to the President Gitenstein, Provost Bresnahan, Dean Rifkin, and Mark Kiselica; “F-Word” tshirts were also presented with their invitations

· Email sent out to SOL-L

· Fliers are being created and will be approved by the end of the week; we used JBrave’s logo

To Do in Class:

· Choose personal story speakers:

1.) Kerry

2.) Lauren L.

3.) Janine

4.) Maria

· Possible schedule for the event:

	Introduction
	2 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds

	Video
	20 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds

	Speaker 1
	5 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds

	Speaker 2
	5 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds

	Michele’s Poem
	3-4 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds

	Speaker 3
	5 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds

	Speaker 4
	5 minutes

	Fishbowl
	30 seconds (should we take this one out?)

	Discussion
	About 30 minutes

	Closing
	2 minutes: a few final comments on the event, thank the speakers and participants in the video


· Tasks to be completed:

a.) Introduction: Original Group--Maria, Natalie, Radha, and  Alyssa

b.) MC/Hostess for the Evening: Yasmine

c.) Fishbowl : Jen, Radha, Jess, and Steph

d.) Ushers:  Kirsten, Lyndsay (although we need 4 ushers, fishbowl can help out)

e.) Personal Stories: Kerry, Lauren, Janine, and Maria

f.) Audio/Visual: Tamra

g.) Merchandise: Alyssa and Lauren C.

h.) Clean Up (everyone)

i.) Photographer/Historian: Debbie

j.) Video  recorder:  Natalie

k.) Watcher of the Art: (non-Capstone student)

l.) Conclusion: NEED SOMEONE!!!

To Do for Next Week (April 15, 2010):

Michele:

· Finalize task list so that everyone has a job (email out to Capstone)

· Get fliers approved and copied

· Create Facebook event and send out to Capstone to invite people

Lauren:

· Look into making table tents

· Check-in with Provost, Deans, and President to see if they will be attending the event

Alyssa:

· Put in application for chalking at the Office of Student Activities

· Write email to be sent to W.I.L.L. list 

Evelin:

· Write another email to WGS professors reminding them of the event 

· Resend email to SOL-L (second reminder for these organizations)

Everyone

· Place fliers around campus in academic and residential buildings that you are assigned

· Michele: Bliss, Business, Library, Green, Haus, Phelps

· Alyssa: Armstong, Science Complex (Bio, Chem., Phys.), Forcina, Holman

· Lauren: Loser, Music, Kendall, SSB, IMM, Eickhoff

· Evelin: Packer, Towers, New Res, Centennial, ABE

Thursday, April 15, 2010

· Definite Speakers for the event:

a.) Jen Braverman

b.) Layla Love

c.) John Landreau

d.) Lorna Johnson (can no longer attend…need a 4th speaker)

· Possible Speakers:

e.) Ashely Reichelman (?!?!?)

f.) Ryan Polarski – non-WGS, WILL student; be an interesting component to the night 

· Class Vote on Fourth Speaker:

a.) Cheryl Thomas (military woman)

b.) Tamra Wroblesky

c.) Ryan Polarski (winner!!!)

· Documentary has officially been completed (8 minutes total)

· Contacted by The Times (L. Rich); possibly get something put in so that the event is publicized outside of TCNJ

· The Signal: coverage for the event?

· Use J. Brave’s logo on the main screen throughout the event (or just use the opening screen from the documentary…same)

· Script for event: Yasmin, Jen, Lauren

· Art to be set-up on Tuesday at 2:00: meet in New Res 

· Brief run through Monday night at 8 pm in the New Res Main Lounge

· “The F*Word Experience” is this coming Tuesday! Be there by 6 pm and wear the shirt and black pants/skirt

· Personal Story Component of the Presentation:


~ Capstone member will read story and then ask a question related to their personal 

story

a.) Kerry: role models

b.) Lauren: feminist evolution

c.) Janine: first time

d.) Maria: seeing feminists in action

e.) Tamra: vagina

· Final Schedule for the evening determined:

To Do For Next Week (April 20, 2010):

Michele:

· Send Facebook message reminder to those invited to “The F*Word Experience” 

Alyssa:

· Get Media Key from ML for Tuesday

ii. Letter Sent to the Women In Learning and Leadership 


 Organization: 

Hello W.I.L.L.,
 
 
"Many people provide negative evaluations of feminism and refuse to identify themselves as feminist, despite their agreement with feminist principles and support for the women’s movement." 
 
Have you experienced this with fellow students here at the College? Chances are, you probably have. As WILL students, we have had the invaluable opportunity to analyze the invisible power of gender roles in our lives. We have developed an understanding of what feminism is, and we aren't afraid to identify as feminists! Sadly, though, the "f*word" -- feminist-- is not so agreeable with others. It remains a loaded word because it carries so many negative (and untrue) connotations. The WILL senior capstone class hopes to change this. 
 
The WILL Capstone class of 2010 would like to inform you that our activist presentation will be held Tuesday, April 20th at 8:00pm in the Library Auditorium. The theme of this year's presentation is "The F*Word Experience", in which the F stands for Feminist. It is a two part campus-oriented project in which we will examine TCNJ students' reactions to the word feminist. In the week prior to our final presentation, April 13-20, we will display diverse and poignant feminist art in the library lobby to incite conversation among students. Part two will be on  April 20th in the library auditorium, where we will present a documentary-style video of student responses to the significance and meaning of feminism in their lives. There will be a panel of professors and artists speaking at the presentation, and as audience members, you too will have the opportunity to participate in discussion! In addition, there will be an art show just outside the auditorium displaying original work from local feminist artists.  
 
Our goal is to provide a critical approach to gender relations among *all* TCNJ students. We hope to encourage conversation, dispel myths, and inspire non-WGS students to recognize and explore their inner feminists. So save the date, and join us for the screening of our documentary. You may even see some friends in the video! 
 
Also, keep your eyes out for our f*word t-shirts, on sale soon! 
  
Thanks!  
 
The WILL Capstone Class 
_______________________________________________ 
WILL-L mailing list 
WILL-L@tcnjlists.tcnj.edu 
https://tcnjlists.tcnj.edu/mailman/listinfo/will-l
iii. Letters Sent to the Artists and Speakers: 
Hello Leandra: 

  
I'm so excited that you are interested in displaying your work! I think we have room for 1-2 pieces but I will let you know for sure once I speak with Maria Avilez who knows a little more about the other work we're displaying. Also, we wouldn't expect your art or any of the other art to be explicitly feminist art, as "feminist" is an identity/term that obviously cannot encompass all of our experiences and expressions, so that's not a bad thing. Anyway...first I'll let you know which pieces stuck out to us and I'll follow up soon with how many we'd be able to display. Obviously it's up to you if you'd like to just display the one you mentioned or lend us additional ones.  
 
I loved the one that you mentioned with the bear and the halo. Two others that stuck out were 1) the girl with short red hair blindfolded by some kind of cloth and surrounded by birds and 2) a piece that may be done in marker, not sure.. it's got a whitish background and it's just a face with one eye covered with black and the other with light blue.. hopefully you know which one I'm talking about. I'll talk to the other girls in the committee and see if they had others in mind, but those are two that I remember.  
 
Below a better description of the goals of our project and the actual event.  
 
Rationale:  

Currently, the perception of feminism varies drastically between members of the Women and Gender Studies department—faculty and students—and the rest of the campus community. Often times, students agree or identify with the tenants of feminism, but refuse to identify themselves with this term. How many times has it been heard that a student prefaces an opinion by saying, “I’m not a feminist, but…”? By educating the campus community through the use of multiple mediums, the mystique surrounding feminism will be transformed, and ultimately result in a more informed campus. Through these efforts to redefine feminism in the minds of the TCNJ community, we will be able to begin to open discussion amongst friends, peers, and mentors.  
The Event:  
 
I hope I didn't overwhelm you with too much information! Just wanted you to understand what exactly our project is before you agree to participate in it.  
 
Anyway, please let me know if you'd be willing to donate your artwork for the night of Tuesday April 20th and if so, we can decide which pieces we'll display once I hear back from Maria. Best,  
Michele  
 
Michele Nicole Calvo  
The College of New Jersey '10  
calvo3@tcnj.edu
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Reclaiming the F-Word

Dear, 


The Senior Women in Learning and Leadership (W.I.L.L) Capstone at the College of New Jersey is organizing a feminist art exhibit followed by a panel, on April 20th 2010 entitled “Reclaiming the F-Word”. By aiming to provide an understanding of the concept of “feminism” through artistic exhibitions, informal interviews, a concluding panel and a discussion hour with members of the TCNJ campus community, the goal of our campaign is to make the discussion of feminism and feminist art accessible to all.  

 
Currently, the perception of feminism varies drastically between members of the Women and Gender Studies department—faculty and students—and the rest of the campus community. Often times, students agree or identify with the tenants of feminism, but refuse to identify themselves with this term. How many times has it been heard that a student prefaces an opinion by saying, “I’m not a feminist, but…”? By educating the campus community through the use of multiple mediums, the mystique surrounding feminism will be transformed, and ultimately result in a more informed campus. Throughout these efforts to redefine feminism in the minds of the TCNJ community, we will be able to begin to open discussion amongst friends, peers, and mentors. 

As part of our global community of feminists and feminist activists, the W.I.L.L Senior Capstone cordially invites you to our art exhibit and panel on April 20th 2010 from 6 to 10 pm. Your presence at this event would be an honor and a pleasure, as we consider you one of our 

Cordially, 

The Senior W.I.L.L Capstone
 March 29, 2010
Dear Lorna Johnson,
For the Women’s and Gender Studies/W.I.L.L. Senior Capstone Class this year our Activism Project is called “Reclaiming the F*Word.” First, I should let you know that we’re writing you to invite you to speak at our culminating event on Tuesday, April 20th from 7:30-9:30pm before I go into a description of our project and the event. The first goal of the F*Word Project is to expose stereotypes that keep many individuals from identifying as feminists and that many times isolates self-identifying feminists. The second goal is to expose the great variety of work that feminists like yourself have achieved. Because this is a campus-oriented project, our target audience and participants will be TCNJ students, alumnae, faculty and staff. We hope to create sustainable and prolonged awareness around the “feminist” identity and create spaces for students outside and inside the Women’s and Gender Studies department to speak frankly about their conceptions regarding feminists and to reclaim the term. Through video interviews with TCNJ students of all disciplines, races, genders, sexualities and so forth, a T-shirt sale that provokes questions, and other campus activities, we plan on creating this campus-wide space. In the most basic terms, our goal is to create a more feminist-friendly TCNJ!
Hopefully you now have a basic understanding of our project. We are asking a few professors and an artist to speak about how their identity as feminists has informed, shaped, complicated, or otherwise affected their work.  It’s up to you whether you’d like to speak about your personal life, your work, your experiences in the classroom, or another aspect of your life as a scholar, activist, teacher, etc. We would ask you to speak for about five minutes.
Would you be available and willing to attend and participate in our event on Tuesday April 20th from 7:30-9:30pm? The night will include a half-hour (from 7:30-8:00) to mingle and view feminist artwork (from a WGS alumni, a TCNJ student and local artists) on display in the library auditorium, followed by the main event beginning at 8:00. So as to not give away any surprises, suffice it to say that much of the event will be participatory and more of an experience than an event. Students in the capstone will share creative and/or personal stories related to the F*word, the video project will be shown and there will be room for questions and comments.
Please let us know if you would be available and willing to participate in the event at your earliest convenience. You can contact Michele Calvo via email at calvo3@tcnj.edu or by phone at 908-591-4998. We look forward to hearing from you soon!
Sincerely,
The Women’s & Gender Studies Senior Capstone Class
College Relations Committee
March 29, 2010
Dear Jen Braverman,
First we’d like to thank you immensely for agreeing to show your artwork at the Reclaiming the F*Word Culminating Event. We are asking a few professors and an artist to speak about how their identity as feminists has informed, shaped, complicated, or otherwise affected their work.  It would be great if you could speak specifically about your work as an artist and if you’d like to talk about your teaching experience as well, that would be interesting. We would ask you to speak for about five minutes.
Would you be available and willing to attend and participate in our event on Tuesday April 20th from 7:30-9:30pm? The night will include a half-hour (from 7:30-8:00) to mingle and view feminist artwork (a TCNJ student, local artists, and of course you) on display in the library auditorium, followed by the main event beginning at 8:00. So as to not give away any surprises, suffice it to say that much of the event will be participatory and more of an experience than an event. Students in the capstone will share creative and/or personal stories related to the F*word, a video project will be shown capturing TCNJ student’s conceptions of the F*word and there will be room for questions and answers.
Please let us know if you would be available and willing to participate in the event at your earliest convenience. You can contact Michele Calvo via email at calvo3@tcnj.edu or by phone at 908-591-4998. Once again, thanks for your contributions thus far, and we look forward to hearing from you soon!
Sincerely,
The Women’s & Gender Studies/W.I.L.L. Capstone Class
College Relations Committee
 

March 29, 2010
Dear John Landreau,
For the WGS/W.I.L.L Capstone Class this year our Activism Project is called “Reclaiming the F*Word.” First, I should let you know that we’re writing you to invite you to speak at our culminating event on Tuesday, April 20th from 7:30-9:30pm before I go into a description of our project and the event. The first goal of the F*Word Project is to expose stereotypes that keep many individuals from identifying as feminists and that many times isolates self-identifying feminists. The second goal is to expose the great variety of work that feminists like yourself have achieved. Because this is a campus-oriented project, our target audience and participants will be TCNJ students, alumnae, faculty and staff. We hope to create sustainable and prolonged awareness around the “feminist” identity and create spaces for students outside and inside the Women’s and Gender Studies department to speak frankly about their conceptions regarding feminists and to reclaim the term. Through video interviews with TCNJ students of all disciplines, races, genders, sexualities and so forth, a T-shirt sale that provokes questions, and other campus activities, we plan on creating this campus-wide space. In the most basic terms, our goal is to create a more feminist-friendly TCNJ!
Hopefully you now have a basic understanding of our project. We are asking a few professors and an artist to speak about how their identity as feminists has informed, shaped, complicated, or otherwise affected their work.  It’s up to you whether you’d like to speak about your personal life, your work, your experiences in the classroom, or another aspect of your life as a scholar, activist, teacher, etc. We would ask you to speak for about five minutes.
Would you be available and willing to attend and participate in our event on Tuesday April 20th from 7:30-9:30pm? The night will include a half-hour (from 7:30-8:00) to mingle and view feminist artwork (from a W.I.L.L. alumni, a TCNJ student and local artists) on display in the library auditorium, followed by the main event beginning at 8:00. So as to not give away any surprises, suffice it to say that much of the event will be participatory and more of an experience than an event. Students in the capstone will share creative and/or personal stories related to the F*word, the video project will be shown and there will be room for questions and comments.
Please let us know if you would be available and willing to participate in the event at your earliest convenience. You can contact Michele Calvo via email at calvo3@tcnj.edu or by phone at 908-591-4998. We look forward to hearing from you soon!
Sincerely,
The Women’s & Gender Studies/ W.I.L.L. Capstone Class
College Relations Committee
iv. Letter Sent to the President, Provost, Vice Provost and Dean


                                                             

April 10, 2010

Dear [President, Provost, Vice Provost, Dean of Culture & Society], 

The W.I.L.L. Capstone Class of 2010 would like to invite you to our final project presentation, entitled “The F-Word Experience.” The program will be held in the Library Auditorium at 8PM on Tuesday, April 20, 2010 with doors opening at 7:30PM. We would be honored to have you in attendance.


“The F-Word Experience” is the culminating component of our activist project in which we aim to dismiss pervasive myths regarding feminism on The College of New Jersey campus. Over the past several weeks, the Capstone class has worked tirelessly to create a transformative final experience that will allow the campus community to explore feminism in a new light. The result is a documentary-style video of student responses to the significance and meaning of feminism in their lives – a film which offers an interesting look into the various perspectives of TCNJ community members. Following the film screening, we will incorporate our audience in a panel-led discussion on their experiences as feminists. Our goal is to promote discussion amongst our peers and inspire students outside of the Women’s and Gender Studies department to recognize and explore their inner feminists. 


Again, the W.I.L.L. Capstone Class would truly appreciate your support of “The F-Word Experience” on Tuesday, April 20, 2010. We would be honored to see you there.
Sincerely,

The W.I.L.L Capstone Class 
v. Letter Sent Through SOCS to Classmates 
Subject: Have YOU been F*ed? The F*Word Experience

Body: 
"Many people provide negative evaluations of feminism and refuse to identify themselves as feminist, despite their agreement with feminist principles and support for the women’s movement." - Shannon Houvouras

Have you experienced this with fellow students here at the College? Chances are, you probably have. The "f*word" -- feminist-- is not so agreeable with others. It remains a loaded word because it carries so many negative (and untrue) connotations. The WGS/W.I.L.L senior capstone class hopes to change this. 

We hope you will join us in an event filled with provocative feminist artwork and dialogue. 

The F*Word documentary comprised of interviews with TCNJ students, faculty and staff will be shown in which you may see some of your friends!

If you've got ANY opinion about the F*word, we welcome you to join us in this space to discuss it. 

The Art Exhibit will include artists such as: 

- Jennifer Braverman
- Isaiah King
- Nino Korinteli
- Layla Love
- Leandre Bourdot

The F*Word, 
Help us reclaim it!

Sincerely,

The WGS/W.I.L.L Capstone Class

 

 

 

 

 

 

vi. Letter Sent to Other Student Organizations:  
Dear Campus Organization Leaders, 

Every year the Women's and Gender Studies/Women in Learning and Leadership seniors create and organize an activism project. This year our project is called "Reclaiming the F*Word"! Broadly speaking, our project's goal is to create a space at TCNJ for debate about what it means to identify a feminist. Our goal is to expose TCNJ students, faculty and staff's perceptions, beliefs or stereotypes about feminists and feminism through video interviews and a T-Shirt campaign. We have reached out to individuals across a variety of disciplines, genders, races, sexualities, and so forth. 

What we are asking of you as campus leaders is to join us in this discussion by encouraging your members to attend our culminating event "The F*Word Experience" on Tuesday April 20th from 7:30-9:30pm in the Library Auditorium. At the event we will be showcasing original feminist artwork from the TCNJ and surrounding community. The night will include artist and faculty speakers, poetry, a documentary showing and, most importantly, a great deal of audience participation. 

Help us create a space to constructively debate and discuss feminism; if you have an opinion on either side of the debate we welcome you! The night will be provocative, inspiring, and thought-provoking. 

We hope to see you there! 

Sincerely, 


The WGS/W.I.L.L. Senior Capstone Class of 2010 

 

vii. Letter Sent to the Signal and other Local Newspapers:


On April 20th the Women in Learning and Leadership (W.I.L.L.) Capstone will launch their Campaign to “Reclaim the F-Word” in order to make the discussion of feminism accessible to the campus. They aim to provide understanding of the concept of “feminism” through artistic exhibitions, informal interviews, interactive on-line discussions, and a concluding panel and discussion. 

The art show will include the works of Isaiah King, Nino Korinteli, TCNJ graduate Jen Braverman, and current TCNJ student Leandra Bourdot. The exhibition will feature several works by each of the artists and will be on display in front of the Library Auditorium on April 20th. Prior to the art show, a display of feminist artists will also be in the Library Atrium from April 13th until April 16th. 

 

 

 Flyers Used around Campus: 
The WGS/W.I.L.L Capstone Presents…
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(FEMINIST, that is.) 
Come experience feminist artwork and a provocative discussion about the F*word. 
WHEN: Tuesday, April 20th 7:30-9:30pm

WHERE: The Library Auditorium

Co-sponsored by: Vox, Women’s Center, Delta Zeta, Phi Sigma Sigma, 

Sigma Alpha Epsilon, Chi Upsilon Sigma 

Additional Advertising:



- Poster Display by Lauren Serrano


Tamra Wrobleski and Lauren Serrano were in charge of creating a captivating poster display in the library lobby from April 13th- April 15th. They started the process by contacting the Chicago Women's Union for 6 poster donations. They were willing to help provide us with 6 intriguing, feminist posters, but we were to send them back in the same condition they arrived. We were also allowed to sell them each for $25 if people were interested. In addition, we contacted building services, specifically Peter Ratzlaff, (Crew Supervisor Carpenters, Paint Shop, 609.771.2032) for 6 staunches to be delivered to the library lobby. This needs to be completed 2 weeks prior to the event. 


Once the posters were delivered to Tamra Wrobleski, both students went in search of cheap frames to protect the artwork. The frames cost approximately $9.00 each. The morning of April 13th, students went to the Library lobby and proceeded to set-up and design the formation of the poster display. They taped the posters to the staunches with double-sided tape. 

The display was a success and was a brilliant way to advertise for our main event, "The F*Word Experience".   [image: image5]
- Description of Radio Interview with College Radio WTSR by Maria Aviles: 


Being an ex-inspiring singer, I have always wanted to be on the radio. So when this opportunity came through of being able to be heard on the radio to publicize for The F*Word, I took it with open arms. I had prepared for basic things to mention about the event, for instance the time, the artist the motive of our project. I had about two pages of notes ready to be announced through the airwaves.


Little did I know that all those notes would really be worth it at all. As we came in I all of a sudden became nervous. Here I was the lover of presentations and public speaking, all of a sudden feeling unsure, nervous unable to fully articulate how I was feeling. The DJ of the radio show was fully interested in what we thought about our views on feminism. He wasn’t concerned just about when and where the event was but wanted to genuinely know our personal opinions about the topic of feminism. This caught me by surprise. If I knew then what I know now I would have thrown those hand written notes out the window and went into this with a clearer mind. It was still in the end an excellent interview that challenged me to put my abstract thoughts about feminism into attainable words of expression.

  B- Fundraising and Website Committee

1. Fundraising Minutes:
Thursday, March 4, 2010

“Reclaim the F Word” was chosen to be the project of the semester.    Committees were selected.

Spring Break: 

E-mail discussion between our committee about selecting a forum to host our campus’s online space for intellectual discourse about feminism.

Wednesday, March 17, 2010:

A meeting was arranged to design an outline/plan for the rest of the semester in terms of the fundraising/website committee.  

Thursday, March 18, 2010:

The forum was created as well as a facebook page to help advertise for the forum.  The url is: (www.fwordtcnj.creatingforum.com) Fundraising ideas were brainstormed and we settled on selling T-shirts and having Chevy’s host a fundraiser.  The T-shirt idea attracted our attention since it would not require people going off campus once the t-shirts were brought onto campus and it could be made cheaply.  Additionally, it serves multiple purposes in terms of advertising for our event and as a discussion starter.  As a change from the original comprehensive outline, we felt that just these two fundraisers would be enough to fund our project expenses.

Tuesday, March 23, 2010

A meeting was arranged to start working on proposing a t-shirt design.  The original idea was basically a t-shirt that is based on identity and says "I am..." on the front and on the back it will have a scattering of different identities (male, female, student, asian, jewish, tall, short, shy, reserved, loud, voluptuous, slender, etc.)  We were debating having "A feminist can be..." on the front to make it more appropriate to the aim of our capstone project, but we were worried about whether we could sell it all because the word "feminist" is still a controversial word.  We randomly asked people in the library cafe which one they would rather buy, and they would rather buy the first one.  It was a bit of a dilemma since even though the second t-shirt idea goes with our capstone project, we are more concerned about making money rather than potentially losing money.  So we figured we should talk amongst the class and see how they feel.  

Wednesday, March 24, 2010
We called Chevy’s and scheduled a fundraising event for the night of April 5th. (Monday after Easter)  As long as we have the paperwork filled out and stuff, we should get the money before the end of April.  We get 25% of the profit for every person that orders using the flyer.  A phone call was also made to te person who prints T-shirts.  If we order 100 shirts, each shirt will be $4.75 and we could sell them for $8 - $10 and if we sell them all, we can make $300 - $500

Thursday, March 25, 2010

As a class we decided upon the final design of the shirt and advertised for the Chevy’s fundraiser.  We called to confirm the times for the Chevy’s fundraiser.

Friday, March 26, 2010

A meeting was held to discuss topics to put up on the forum.  A new topic was posted focused on Lunafest 2010.  We came up with a final design for the T-shirt and started debating color options.  
Multiple e-mails were sent to the class requesting potential sizes people could probably sell so we could get a better idea of what to order from T-shirt Larry.

Saturday/Sunday March 27-28, 2010

Continued e-mail correspondence was happening with T-shirt Larry in order to confirm t-shirt color options.  Additionally, the requested sizes from the class were compiled together to form a mass order.

Monday, March 29, 2010

An e-mail was sent to T-shirt Larry with our final order and design.

Wednesday, March 31, 2010

A trip was made to T-shirt Larry to check the t-shirt color and preview the shirt and approve it before he started mass printing the T-shirts.

That night, our committee met to discuss plans for the rest of the semester.  Debbie agreed to take care of anything T-shirt related for the rest of the semester and volunteered to front the money for the t-shirts.  We decided to start working harder on advertising the forum and creating topics for people to respond to.

Thursday, April 1, 2010

Radha and Janine went to T-shirt Larry to pick up the T-shirts and brought them back right before the start of class.  From then on, Debbie handled all transactions and t-shirt distributions.  Janine and Radha focused on discussing the Chevy’s fundraiser through advertising to the WILL list.  Janine created a facebook event for the Chevy’s fundraiser.  

Monday, April 5, 2010

Tonight was the night of the Chevy’s fundraiser.

Thursday, April 15, 2010

Capstone members were reimbursed for any expenses incurred thus far.
Tuesday, April 20, 2010

The night of our event, members were reimbursed for any last minute purchases and Layla Love was reimbursed for her travel expenses.
Tuesday, April 6, 2010

Radha e-mailed Tamra with an advertisement for the online forum to be part of the CA bulletin board.

April 6, 2010 until April 26, 2010
Topics were added to the forum by each member and more t-shirts were ordered as requested by capstone members.  
 2. Chevy’s Fundraiser: 
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The WILL 2010 Activist Capstone is holding a Fundraising Event at Chevy's Restaurant. Our project, dubbed the F*Word Campaign, is a movement on the TCNJ campus to raise awareness about what feminism is, who feminists are, and how to dispel feminism as a dirty word. Your involvement is critical for our project!  Our first fundraiser will be help on Monday, April 5th from 4:00-10:00.  During this time, if you present a flyer (attached) during your visit (one per table is sufficient) we will be given 25% of all profits....so bring friends, family, suitmates, significant others, strangers, whoever!!! This is a nice and easy way to make money, so PARTICIPATE.   All proceeds will go to funding the F*Word Campaign at TCNJ and be donated to a local feminist organization.  Thanks and see everyone there : )  
-WILL Capstone 2010

3. Description of the F-Word Forum: 


The overall inspiration for our Capstone project stems from class discussions about feminist identity. From theoretical readings in addition to our personal experiences it was quite apparent that the social perception of feminism has evolved in a direction that has become counter-productive to the movement. Many people of the younger generation openly state their support for women’s equality but are reluctant to call themselves feminists. Some of the reasons we have discovered for this disconnect are the following:
·   Women’s equality has already been achieved
·   There is no need for feminism anymore
·   Aversion to the stigma associated with the word
·   The belief that one must be active in the movement to be called a feminist

In response to these reasons, women’s equality has not been achieved so there is definitely still a need for feminist activism. The negative stigma associated with the word is not an accurate way of defining feminism and feminists. Additionally, simply believing in the goals of feminism and changing how one perceives and responds to the world as a result of it is enough activism to be called a feminist.

So our target goal is the campus community. How do we start changing their minds? What medium would be the most appropriate? One of the mediums we decided to use is the internet. We wanted to provide a space for intellectual query and discussion that is easily accessible to our campus. Additionally, we wanted people being comfortable voicing their honest opinions without fear of repercussions and therefore appreciated the element of anonymity that the internet provides. Therefore a forum was created and can be accessed with www.fwordtcnj.creatingforum.com . Current users include WILL students, professors, TCNJ students, and others. We asked only that participants be respective of others’ opinions and beliefs and remain honest to themselves.

A wide variety of topics were posted for discussion, including the following:
·    Defining the F*word
·    Are you a feminist?
·    Women in the military
·    The female body
·    Family
·    and more.

Since the forum is open to all TCNJ students, beyond the scope of just the WILL class, we were able to receive differing opinions and discussions surrounding the posted topics.

After implementation of the forum, we were excited to see how people responded to the different posts. We did hope for a greater response from the campus community but we also realized that although we did not have as a great number of posts as we would have preferred, a greater number of people were actually reading it, which is perhaps more important.

In the future, we hope to maintain the forum for future discussions of feminism. Maintenance of the forum as a responsibility of the Internal Affairs Committee of WILL is currently being discussed. In this way, we will extend use of the forum long after we have graduated, and we’ll allow the forum to be utilized by various WILL members and others as a platform for discussion. Additionally, we are in the process of drafting a letter to the WGS faculty to see if they would be interested in promoting the forum to their students if we add discussion topics related to the subject matter of their respective courses.
C- Visual Media Committee Minutes 

March 25th, 2010  
  
1.copyright issues: if we display these images, how much does it cost to own the right to them? who do we need to contact? (Yasmine+Michele)  
 
2. fundraising liaisons: how much funds do we really need for paper, lamination, stakes etc. Rough estimate is needed in order to address it to the Fundraising Comm. (Kirsten Davis+ Lauren Serrano)  
 
3.reserving space: Although Campus Relations is in charge of reservation check in with them about the availability and date that was determined. (Tamra)*Tamra I will send you the members of the CR committee soon.  
 
4. contacting local artist (Jen Braverman!) who else can we recruit? What Art majors do we know that would be interested in sharing any knowledge? (Jessica Cortese+ Maria)  
 
5. ALL: Come all with at least 3 artists, or work that you would love to be shown in our exhibit that represents feminist art. For the class meeting on the 18th, bring a print out of that you saw and we'll narrow the choices that will make the final cut; which we will also need to determine how many works we can display.  
 
Thursday class April 1st, 2010,
· Maria: Sarah Cunningham: we have the walls to display the artwork. We however may need to either paint them to make them look more appealing because they aren't in the best of shape.  PLEASE EMAIL ME YOUR AVAILABILITY FOR THE WEEK OF APRIL 12TH for doing this. I probably only need two or three people for this.  
I would like to have this completed before (April 15th) next week's class . I will be asking Sarah if we could have the walls sometime next week to paint.  
· * Jennifer Braverman: the fabulous J.Brave is willing to give us as many paintings as we desire. Here is her website: http://www.jenniferbraverman.com/Site/Home.html.  
· PLEASE SELECT THE TOP THREE PAINTINGS that grabbed your attention so I can tell her for sure which one's we'd like for her to bring. She is also willing to bring in her students work. She was interested in bringing in three of her students' works.  
· Yasmine: Nino is in for the 20th! I am excited! Can you forward Jess the bios of Nino and Isiah, love? She's collecting the bios of all the artists.  
· Tamra/Lauren: Posters are on their way from The Chicago Women's Liberation Union! Keep me posted with how the protection of these posters is going. I trust you both with getting this all done. 
 
* As for the stakes/staunches: also keep me posted about how that is going.  
* Coffee and cookies (Lauren): did we get a confirmation that we'd have that available for the 20th? 
· Kirsten: the draft letter to be sent out is good to go. Let me know who else other than the Signal and Trenton Times you were able to send it out to. I'd like to have this sent out before Thursday's class.  
* Also, I know that Lauren mentioned that Bonner's Lisa Rich is an awesome person to help spread the word out to the public. Can you get in contact with Lauren for Lisa's email and see how she can assist us with this?  
· Jessica: What is Marissa's email? Is it ok for her to give us a brief bio about herself, or of her Menstruation painting?
· * Is it ok for you to collect all of the bios (I sent an email about this earlier)? I'd like to make a laminated sign with their picture and bio to have on display for the 20th.
Thursday April 8th, 2010
· Yasmine: we have two possible artists to join our exhibit! Confirmation of their attendance for our next meeting. Drafting and sending letter to artist asking for their works; Jen Braverman is confirmed!
· Michele: contacting Leandre (TCNJ Art major that has awesome women related works) would see be able to give some work?)
· Lauren: drafting a letter to Miriam Shapiro (Ellen Friedman is like friends with her! ) asking if she’d either like to donate something to this art exhibition or like to be on the panel.
· Jessica: collecting our favorite feminist-y music to be played during the art show on the 20th of April. Everyone please email them to her.
· Kristen: researching more on Guerrilla Girls. Which posters should we buy to display?
· Tamra: research more femart that can be purchased for the 13-20th week leading up to the 20th show and bring examples of them for Thursdays (print-outs, of course)
· Maria: can we have the 20th catered? Check in with fundraising committee to possibly have Sodexho cater.
Things to finalize also for our next meeting:
· How many works are we going to have of each artist for the 20th show.
· Can we display the posters to show from the 13-19th in the lib auditorium? Is there a space reserved for that already? Investigate…
· How much will the posters cost us? Which ones do we want?
· How to display the posters/ canvas artwork
Recap of our Show and the week leading up to it:
April 13-20th: have some work be displayed, possibly only posters since there is a big liability issue not having the real canvas work be supervised.
April 20th: The Big show with music, art (this time canvas works and posters), and possibly food.
· Minutes from April 14th 2010
Below is a list of the tasks to be performed during presentation day. We briefly reviewed them during our last class. Take a look at each task and think about what you would like to be responsible for. We will work on designating tasks during this Thursday's class, so think about it until then! The number next to each task refers to how many students will be needed to perform the duty!
· Fishbowl workers (4): These students will be responsible for asking audiences to write down the first thing they think of when they hear "Feminism", then collecting the answers, reviewing the answers during the presentation, choosing the most poignant/interesting responses to be included during the presentation.
· MC (1): The MC will introduce the project at the start of the presentation, and will explain the object/goals of the project and our experiences working on the project. The M.C. will also facilitate discussion at the end of presentation.
· Ushers (4): The Ushers will welcome audiences to the presentation and find them seats. They will also help the "fishbowl workers" make sure that every person has wrote down a response to our "What is the first thing you think of when you hear the word feminism" question
· Speakers (4-5): These students will share their experiences in identifying with Feminism during the presentation. They will stand in front of the audience and offer stories (or poems! or whatever!). One of the goals with this part of the presentation is to offer diverse perspectives on how many "types" of people can identify as feminists. If you are interested in telling your story, please type up a rough draft on what you plan to talk about and bring it to our next class. We will vote on what we would like to include during the presentation.
· Audio/visual (2): These students will be responsible for the audio/visual control of the presentation. Because we are presenting a film during our presentation, this is a very important role!
· Merchandise (3): These students will be responsible for setting up our merchandise table and selling our f-word t-shirts before and after the presentation.
D- Video Interview Committee Minutes (1)
March 18, 2010

· Briefly discussed tactics and strategies of feminist styles of interview and research

· Brainstormed logistics of interview process—decided desired length of video (10-15 minutes), discussed groups, departments, and organizations we want to target for interviewing

· Drafted list of questions for interviews

· Kerry- Look into video equipment rental from Kendall Hall

· Natalie- Draft consent form and type up script

March 22, 2010

· Made an Excel spreadsheet with committee members’ weekly schedules so as to schedule dates and pairs for filming/interviewing
· Confirmed equipment loan from Tamra’s sister and Mary Lynn
· Reviewed consent form and script, and all committee members are responsible for printing out 30 copies of consent form
March 25, 2010

· Finalized schedule and pairing for filming next week in addition to locations and targets

March 29, 2010—April 9, 2010

· INTERVIEWS AND FILMING
· Filming Progress and Updates:
(A) First day of Filming Update
Hey chicas,

First day of filming went smashingly, if  I do say so myself!

Feel free to send another email if I left anything out, but Kerry and Lyndsay were able to interview some Business and Music students, a Spanish professor, and Cecilia. Jen and I hit up Packer, the Science Complex, and Armstrong (the first time I had EVER been in that building). We also were able to get some ping-pong players, Info booth workers, and SGA hot-shots in the STUD :) We interviewed both individuals and groups we encountered.

I was really happy about the variety of answers and reactions we came upon. Some people were initially nervous about the camera and the fact that we wouldn't tell them the exact nature of the questions before we asked them, but most were comforted by our assertions that the interview would be short. We debriefed them after the interview, telling them about our project and campaign. I was most excited by the fact that our questions seemed to really provoke thought in the people that we talked to, almost like no one had ever asked them about feminism before (a very real possibility). Overall, the process was smooth, enjoyable, and we got through a good number of people fairly quickly.

We remained flexible during interviews depending on which direction people seemed to be leading it. We also toyed around with asking "what is the first thing to come to mind when i mention the word "feminist" (instead of "feminism") to observe how it would change their answers.

Okay, have fun and keep the group posted on your filming experiences by "Replying to All"
(B)   Target Interviews/Progress

Hey,

I think we have enough footage in terms of random targets. Kerry, maybe you would have better luck just going to Mark Kiselica's office in Green 212 if he never gets back to your email. I'm waiting for the Git to get back to me about an interview. I think we should just focus on a couple specific target individuals from here on out, but I'd like to start editing during Thursday's class period. We can still shoot a little bit more footage after we start editing, right?

In terms of the few people/groups I'd still like to get:

- UL (meetings are Wednesdays at 8PM; is anyone free at this time?)

- Big Larry (does anyone have swipe access to Eickhoff?)

- a rep from WILL: I think Katie would be a good voice for WILL, obvs :)

- profs: originally we said John Landreau would be a good final word from a WGS prof for the video, but maybe we want to get someone else if John is going to be speaking on the Panel..... maybe Nelson Rodriguez? (Kerry: we could get him after class one Wednesday although I am not going to class this week)

I think we're doing great so far! I love the F-Word :)

Natalie

April 7, 2010—April 15, 2010

· EDITING
· Editing guidelines email:



April 15, 2010

· Final class before the F*word Experience
· Previewed completed documentary to the class
· The link to the video on TinyPic:
· http://tinypic.com/usermedia.php?uo=4AtXI6JI7G8eV9KB3DpICoh415k2TGxc
April 20, 2010

· Showed documentary at the F*Word Experience, followed by discussion!
Consent Form (2)

CONSENT FORM

You have been invited to participate in a brief video interview, in which you will be asked 5-10 questions. We ask you to share your honest and unfiltered opinions so that we can represent a broad range of voices from the TCNJ campus community.

Purpose of the Interview:

We are conducting interviews for our Women’s and Gender Studies capstone course. The short video that we will create will ultimately be shown at a Discussion Event on April 20th, in the hopes of sparking dialogue and analysis. Please provide us with an email address if you would like to stay posted on the details of the event and the use of the footage.

Name ________________________________________

Email_________________________________________

Please check one box:

     Student

Professor

TCNJ employee

Affiliation (to department, major, or student organization): 

_____________________________________________

I voluntarily agree to be interviewed, and I give my consent that my responses may be shown during the Senior project of the Women’s and Gender Studies capstone class. 

Signature______________________________________  Date _______________

Feel free to contact Natalie at serra4@tcnj.edu if you have any questions about the project.

Interview Script (3)

Reclaiming the F-Word Video Interviews
Don’t forget to:

· Hold the camera steady, and try to avoid filming in overly noisy or windy areas.
· Return the cameras to Kerry at the end of the day.
· Wait one minute or so after pressing ‘record’ before you begin speaking, and wait for one minute or so when you switch topics/ask a different question
· Acquire signature from each interviewee on consent form BEFORE interview, and give one copy to them
Keep in mind:

· Seek out diversity!
· Be patient, flexible, and infused with feminist power (
What is the first thing that comes to mind when I mention ‘feminism’?

What is feminism?

(+) Do you consider yourself a feminist?

(-) What led you to have this perception of feminism?

Is feminism still relevant today?

Is feminism only for women?

Do any of your friends identify themselves as ‘feminist’?

What does a feminist look like?

Would you date a feminist?

Do you consider yourself a feminist?
Interview Request Emails (4)

a. Faculty/Staff Sample

b. Student Organization Sample:
c. Organizations contacted:

College Union Board

Men’s Lacrosse

Black Student Union

Union Latina

Chi Upsilon Sigma Latin Sorority

Student Finance Board

Lamba Tao Omega, Multicultural Sorority
E- Day of Reclaiming the F-Word Event: 
1. Distribution of Tasks 


Below is a list of the tasks to be performed during presentation day. We briefly reviewed them during our last class. Take a look at each task and think about what you would like to be responsible for. We will work on designating tasks during this Thursday's class, so think about it until then! The number next to each task refers to how many students will be needed to perform the duty!

Fishbowl workers (3): These students will be responsible for asking audiences to write down the first thing they think of when they hear "Feminism", then collecting the answers, reviewing the answers during the presentation, choosing the most poignant/interesting responses to be included during the presentation.

MC (1): The MC will introduce the project at the start of the presentation, and will explain the object/goals of the project and our experiences working on the project. 

Ushers (3): The Ushers will welcome audiences to the presentation and find them seats. They will also help the "fishbowl workers" make sure that every person has wrote down a response to our "What is the first thing you think of when you hear the word feminism" question

Speakers (4-5): These students will share their experiences in identifying with Feminism during the presentation. They will stand in front of the audience and offer stories (or poems! or whatever!). One of the goals with this part of the presentation is to offer diverse perspectives on how many "types" of people can identify as feminists. If you are interested in telling your story, please type up a rough draft on what you plan to talk about and bring it to our next class. We will vote on what we would like to include during the presentation. 

Audio/visual (2): These students will be responsible for the audio/visual control of the presentation. Because we are presenting a film during our presentation, this is a very important role! 

Merchandise (3): These students will be responsible for setting up our merchandise table and selling our f-word t-shirts before and after the presentation 

Discussion leaders (2): These students will help lead a discussion with our audiences and panel, using pre-scripted questions as well as fishbowl comments

2. Time Distribution for April 20th 2010, day of the Event: 

	Sequence
	Time:       minutes
	seconds
	

	Introduction
	4 minutes
	
	

	Video
	10 minutes
	
	

	Transition
	
	
	

	· Video Discussion
	10 minutes
	
	

	· Fishbowl Jen Hill
	
	30 seconds
	

	Speaker 1 – Jen 
	5 minutes
	
	

	Fishbowl Estephanie 
	
	30 seconds
	

	Speaker 2 – Ryan

	5 minutes
	
	

	Fishbowl Lyndsay
	
	30 seconds
	

	Speaker 3 – Layla
	5 minutes
	
	

	Fishbowl Radha
	
	30 seconds
	

	Speaker 4 – John
	5 minutes
	
	

	Fishbowl Jess
	
	30 seconds
	

	Michele’s Poem
	1 minute
	30 seconds
	

	Student Speakers
	
	
	30 minutes

From student speakers to the end.

	· Kerry
	2 minutes
	
	

	· Janine
	3 minutes
	45 seconds
	

	· Tamra
	4 minutes
	30 seconds
	

	· Maria
	2 - 3 minutes
	
	

	· Lauren
	2 minutes
	30 seconds
	

	Discussion

	10 minutes
	
	

	Closing/Thank you’s
	3 minutes
	
	


Reminders

· Tuesday, March 20th
· Wear  The F word t-shirt all day

· For the event, wear black bottoms (skirt or pants)

· Meet in the library basement at 6 PM

· Meet to help set up in New Res at 2 00 PM

· Last Minute Details

· Lauren Crespo ( purchase two fish bowls

· EVERYONE ( bring extra pencils/pens

· Janine ( Print out fishbowl question and bring it to home base at 6 PM

· What is the first thing that comes to mind when you think of the word feminist?

· Tamra ( Bring the video camera

· Radha ( Pick up tripod and bring to home base sometime during the day

· Debbie ( Bring the money that belongs to the Capstone (so we can use it for change when we sell merchandise)

· CAPSTONE SPEAKERS ( Do not forget to introduce the speaker following you!

· Yasmine ( 

· add “thank you” in the appropriate spots and for the appropriate people

· introduce what the fishbowl is

· We decided on having 5 fishbowl answers read by each fishbowl-er (Jen, Radha, Lyndsay, Jess, Estephanie)

· Don’t forget that we changed the order of our capstone speakers
F- Personal Stories and Speeches:

1. Tamra Wrobleski

Coming into my freshman year of college, my life was dedicated to activism. I was extremely involved in global organizations, working with young people in war-torn countries, and planning on a career as a diplomat.

This was my life when suddenly I had to turn the attention to within, to myself, which was very unusual for me. I had to put aside my passion of helping others and instead had to become rather selfish and focus on myself. I could not go out and solve the world’s problems without first solving my own.

It was at this time, that my vagina become my world, quite literally everything centered around it. And now, more than three years later, it is still my world. I am conscious of my vagina every second of every day.

This is because during my freshmen year, I experienced a sharp vaginal pain randomly one June afternoon. My life from that point changed forever. The person I am today has been shaped by my struggle, by my battle with my vagina. Over the course of six months, the intense pain I was experiencing daily was misdiagnosed five times. The medical community did not give me answers; everyone was puzzled. Gynecology experts simply waved me away and assumed I was either making up my pain or suffering from the side effects of birth control. One horrible night I was in such intense pain that I was rushed to the emergency room and treated horribly by the male attending physician. He automatically assumed I had an STD because I was complaining of vaginal pain. While suffering from physical and mental pain and confusion, I found myself on the defensive, with my vagina being continuously sexualized, especially by the medical community. I realized at this time how taboo the vagina is and if I were to survive, it would be something I must overcome.

It was not until my sophomore year that I was properly diagnosed with vulvar vestibulitis, a chronic pain condition almost unheard of, yet over a million women knowingly or unknowingly suffer from it. I say some unknowingly suffer from it because there are women who are either too afraid to talk about their pain or are just unaware that their suffering is shared by others. Though it was a relief to finally have a diagnosis and answers, I still had the burden of keeping it a secret from family, friends, and professors simply because it had to do with my vagina. I felt nervous and embarrassed and wished it was a chronic back condition so it would be easier to talk about. I could easily say why I needed an ice pack for my back, but it was very uncomfortable explaining why I needed an ice pack or cushion for my vagina. Then I had my f-word epiphany: I realized that this had to change: I had to help shift societal views of the vagina.

Vagina, vagina, vagina. This is the V word everyone so cautiously avoids. Like the F word, it has many incorrect connotations, and through my experience, I more than ever want to reclaim it.

It has not been an easy process. My diagnosis has since shifted and I am consciously seeking new doctors and new answers. I am tired of carrying the burden just as I am tired of asking for help and being in pain. Many people have not been understanding. But many more have and I am eternally thankful for their support.

Though it is a long struggle which I am still battling, I am no longer nor embarrassed of my vagina. I started a blog three years ago originally intended as an outlet for myself, which has since turned into a support system for women around the world. The intro at the top is the epitome of my story here today: “Vulvodynia is a chronic pain condition affecting millions of women in our world today, yet it continues to be ignored. There is no current cure. In November 2007, I was diagnosed with vulvar vestibulitis, a subtype of vulvodynia. This blog exists to spread awareness because we’ve been silent for too long. I write to expose a taboo subject. I write to form a knowledgeable and supporting community. I write to encourage myself and others. I write in the hope that one day I will write no more.”

After this blog, I no longer hide behind my vagina and hope that some day all women are comfortable enough and free to talk about their vaginas in a nonjudgmental world. This is my wish. This is my expression of feminism.

2. Maria Avilez
My a-ha moment came my soar in college sophomore year it in college. I had just been recently inducted into WILL and jumped on one of the first of many opportunities afforded to me by the program. I had the opportunity to attend the 30th Anniversary of Houston’s Freedom on Our Terms Conference at Hunter College.
Having only taken one WGS course at the time, I was surprised at my own ambition to jump right in and see what feminism was like, in person, in “action”.
As I stepped inside one of the huge seminar rooms and looked around me, I was amazed to see the range of women and men who attended. People from all class, race, religion, gender, sexual orientation. It inspired me to see that all these people were here both in celebration of the advancements of women and critical of the work that still needed to be done.
At the last day of the conference though one speaker in particular singlehandedly placed me right where I needed to be…on my feminist road. Ladies and gentlemen, it was the one, it was the only: Gloria Steinem.
That’s right, in the flesh decked out in all black at age 70, not looking a day over 45, Queen-of feminism, Gloria…there gracing everyone with here presence.
As she so eloquently addressed the audience about her remarkable journey since the 1970’s conference, I thought to myself, “If anyone could convert me into a feminist it would be Gloria”, and boy did she ever!
One quote that stood out for me was when Ms.Steinem addressed the younger, newcomers of the feminist movement…and I quote: “This road may not always be easy and there may be bumps on the road, but boy are you in for a fun ride”.
Needless to say I was converted-
I witnessed feminism then and there outside of the readings outside of the theoretical and lectures and saw it as a call to action.
This was my welcome into the feminist realm and it goes without saying that, thanks to Gloria, I haven’t looked back since. 
3. Michele Calvo

He said – She said – SHE said 

He said –  Open your mouth!
She said- she said- she said-she said
Silence
He said- open your mouth!
She said- this is MY mouth
If you invade it I WILL reclaim it
With anguish and with pride 

They showed her frail women, maybe-hadn’t-eaten-in-days women
She saw- she saw- she saw-she saw
Beauty
They showed her frail women, maybe hadn’t-eaten-in-days women
She saw the AMERICAN culture of anorexia
Manifested in “women’s interest” magazines
I will call them, she said, suicide manuals. 

They said- look at those girls over there!
See them with
Their veils, their arranged marriage, their silence—
Look at their BARBARIC society!
Look at their PATRIARCHAL society!
Look at their shoe-binding, clit-cutting, widow-burning society! 

They said –  look at those girls over there!
Look over here! She said
Look at our vaginoplasty, labiaplasty, rejuvenate-your-vagina society!
Look at our heterosexist, sexist-17-percent-of-women-in-congress society!
Look at our “don’t-put-on-a-dress or they’ll expel you from school, son” society! 

They are my sisters, she said, my brothers, she said.
My sisters, she said, my brothers, she said.
3. Lauren Lorenzo 

Why am I a feminist?  Well when I think back on my life, a few key moments stick out to 
me:
- When I was younger, I would see my dad walking around outside on a hot day with no shirt on.  I thought that was such a great idea and asked him if I could take my shirt off too, but he said no.  When I asked him why, his response was, “because you’re a girl and girls can’t do that.”  What?! Why not?! I was so mad, and hot to add; those feelings I had make me a feminist. 

-Later in life, sometime in late middle school, I hated my body.  I wasn’t super skinny, I wasn’t tall, nor did I have any sort of fan club of boys; and I blamed my gender for all of these perceptions on what I thought I should be and the unrealistic images that are constantly bombarding us.  Having come to love my body and accept myself for all of the great things I am makes me a feminist.
- In High School, I took A.P. Psychology and was so proud of myself, because unlike my friends, I decided to not cop out and take an easy elective.  When my friends asked me why I made that decision, I told them because that’s what I wanted and I knew I could handle the work.  That confidence in myself makes me a feminist. 

- Recently, when I made my boyfriend chocolate truffles he jokingly said “Oh you’re so domestic.”  I HATE that word and all of the house-wifely images that come to mind when I hear it, so I in turn made him bake me a pie. Having him realize that he is “domestic” too makes me a feminist. 

- Lately, while applying for jobs I’ve been considering my future and how it will possibly pan out, and then the idea of children comes to mind.  What will I do?  What if I want to continue working? What if I want to quit my job to be a stay-at-home-mom?  Would that make me less of a feminist?  Realizing that I don’t have to answer those questions right now, and whatever decision I make at that point in life will not change who I am, makes me a feminist. 


 So what do all of those things that I have just mentioned have in common?  Pretty much nothing, but they are all part of who I am and what I consider crucial in making me what I am today, and that is: a strong woman, a positive body image promoter, a soon-to-be college grad, a chocoholic, and a feminist!

G- Script for the F-Word Event:


Hello everyone, and Welcome to the “Reclaiming the F-Word Experience” presented to you by the Women in Learning and Leadership Capstone Class of 2010. We thank you all for coming this evening, and we would like to personally thank our Provost Dr. Bresnahan (Brez-nahan), Vice Provost Dr.Kaselika and Dean Rivkin for their support and presence here tonight. 


      My name is Yasmine Djerbal, and I will be your host tonight. Please welcome to the stage the originators of the idea behind this project: Maria Avilez, Alyssa Ellmann, Radha Govindraj (Govin-dhraj), and Natalie Serra ….. 

I- Introduction to project + introduction to video
ALYSSA:
Hello! As Yasmine said, we are the four original Capstone members of the “Campaign to Reclaim the F-Word” project group, and we are so excited that this evening the ideas that we had simply described at the beginning of the semester have come alive in the form of tonight’s presentation.  At the beginning of the semester, the fabulous W.I.L.L. Capstone women that you will meet throughout tonight’s presentation were split into groups and asked to create an activist project that focused on a cause, idea, or organization that they wished to bring attention to through activist work on our campus and beyond. For our group, that cause was reclaiming the “f-word,” feminist. Over the course of the semester and under the guidance of our professor, Mary Lynn Hopps, we have strived to create an activist event that is dynamic, engaging, transformative, educational, and provocative. We hope that you leave this auditorium this evening as transformed by the “F-Word” as we have been. 

RADHA:
The inspiration for our project comes from class discussions about feminist identity. From theoretical readings in addition to our personal experiences it was quite apparent that the social perception of feminism has evolved. Within the female community alone, an increased number of women from younger generations are reluctant to adopt the feminist label but openly acknowledge their support for women’s equality. Some of the reasons we have discovered for this disconnect are that the perception that women’s equality has already been achieved or that there is no need for feminism anymore or the simple aversion to the stigma associated with the word. Regardless, for any goal there needs to be a defined unity and often times that solidarity comes from having a common identifier. Previously, in the fight for women’s equality, solidarity came from unification through identifying as a feminist. Now, that form of unity no longer exists and research suggests that it is due to the reasons I’ve mentioned before.

So back to the inspiration for our project. How can we successfully strive for women’s equality without unity, and in this case unity from identifying as a feminist? The first obvious step is to define feminism for those that do not understand its true meaning and separate it from the negative connotations given to it from the media. And therefore, this is the purpose of our project, to RECLAIM THE F WORD. 
MARIA:
We sought to educate the campus community about feminism through multiple mediums- two of them being an online website and an art exhibition. F*WordTCNJ is an interactive online community in which topics revolving around  feminism can be addressed, debated and expressed. As well as having FWORD art exhibition of feminist inspired art which include artist from all over the world whose works have been displayed not only across the country but also in Italy and Spain. Artists range from journal published seasoned artists to reknown feminist TCNJ alum to current TCNJ students. Individually they differ in perspective, collectively they embody the essence of feminism through their respective artistic lenses.

NATALIE:

Another component of our project included a series of interviews that we conducted with various members of the campus community, which were video-recorded and compiled into a short documentary. The purpose of this aspect of the project was to find a broad range of perspectives about feminism at TCNJ. In order to do so, we interviewed students, professors, and TCNJ employees of diverse departments, ideologies, and backgrounds and asked them to give us their honest, unfiltered opinions about feminism. We will play this video momentarily, and we hope that the film acts as a catalyst tonight to spark discussion and critical thought. By turning to members of the campus community who were largely outside of the sphere of Women’s and Gender Studies, the video interview process was an enlightening experience both for WILL capstone students and for the individuals we interviewed, many of whom had never before been asked to share their views on the charged and often controversial F*word. 

Welcome to the F*word Experience.
II- Transition after Video: 


First of all, we would like to thank all the participants of this video, for giving us their opinions, and the Video Interview Committee for doing such a wonderful job! Because we want this to be an interactive experience, where we learn from each other, I would like to call upon the producers of this video to facilitate an open discussion with the audience.  

· What did you think of this video? 

· What did you expect to hear? 

· What shocked you? 

· Did any particular responses surprise you?

· How would you have answered? 

III- Fish bowl: What is the fish bowl

- As you came in the room we gave you questions to answer to on a piece of paper. Throughout this evening, we will be reading some of the answers out loud in between segments to engage the audience. This is the Fish Bowl
JEN HILL

IV- Our first speaker today is Jen Braverman: Graduating Summa Cum Laude from The College of New Jersey Braverman holds a Bachelors of Arts in Art Education with a Concentration in Women and Gender Studies. Jen Braverman is an active Feminist Artist, she currently teaches High School art in Hillsborogh, as well as martial arts and self defense. Please welcome to the stage the wonderful Jen Braverman! 
V- Fish Bowl: ESTEPHANIE B.

VI- Ryan Pilarski: Ryan Pilarski is freshman from Pittsburgh, PA who intends to major in Nursing, with a minor in Creative Writing and Philosophy. After graduating from Central Catholic High School, Ryan spent eleven months working in a failing North Philadelphia high school. He has been involved on campus through the Bonner Community Scholars, Vox: Voices for Planned Parenthood, Catholic Campus Ministries, and is the goalie for the men’s lacrosse team. For the ’10-’11 year, he will be a Community Advisor for ResLife in Decker Hall. Please welcome Ryan Pilarski
VII- Fish Bowl: LYNDSAY

VIII-  Layla Love: It is our honor to present to you Layla Love, feminist Photographer and documentarian. Graduating from the University of Santa Cruz, California with a degree in Journalism and Visual Communication, Layla has been a photographer for numerous well known performers, such as Ani DiFranco and Tori Amos among others. She was a field photographer with a cultural anthropologist in Northwest Africa, Chad, Cameroon and Nigeria documenting and recording images of rare and controversial tribal customs. Layla has been a documentarian for the Veteran Feminists of America since 2006. Her art has been presented in exhibits throughout the country. Please welcome Layla Love:      

IX- Fish Bowl: RADHA

X-  John Landreau: We are proud to welcome John Landreau, professor of Women’s and Gender Studies at the College of New Jersey. John received his Ph.D. from Princeton University in Latin American Literature before joining the Women’s and Gender Studies Program where he is teaches “Men and Masculinities” and “Feminist Theories.” He is currently working on masculinity and war rhetoric since September 11. 
XI- Fish Bowl: JESSICA

XII- Introducing Michele Calvo: Now, please welcome to the stage Michele Calvo reading her poem “He said, she said she said” 

XIII- Introducing Personal Stories: Now we are going to be moving on to the more interactive discussion portion of the program. A few of the women form the WILL capstone will be sharing some personal experiences related to their relationship with feminism and facilitating short discussions on each of the stories. We hope to have some time to open discussion relating to your F-Word Experience at the end.

XIV- Discussion: 

XV- Closing & thank You: We thank you for supporting and participating in The F-Word Experience. We hope that this has caused you to think a little more about what the f-word means to you and perhaps we have changed some minds here tonight. We encourage you to continue to think and discuss the f-word with friends. If you would like the link to our forum, there will be a sign-up sheet outside for your contact information, and we will email the link. In conclusion, we would like to take this opportunity to thank our fabulous artists, Jennifer Braverman, Layla Love, Nino and Isaiah King----- for the artwork donated for tonight’s program.  Special thanks to our professor, Mary Lynn Hopps, for providing support and guidance and to our speakers for their participation. Finally, we would like to call upon all the women involved with our capstone project to be recognized for their hard work

Questions: 

· How do you think your thoughts on the F-Word have changed because of your experience tonight?

· What is feminism to you?

· Is there any part of this program that stood out to you?

· And how do YOU use the F-Word? 
H- Class Reflections On the F-Word Project:

Janine Bernardo

“As I sat on stage, I looked out over the faces in the audience.  I looked at my friends next to me, the cardinal red shirts dotting the audience.  I looked at my professor, our MC, my friends tabling outside.  We were all reasons for the project.  The members of the capstone were not the only ones benefiting from this project; every member of the audience had the potential to learn something new, hear a different story, think about the word differently.  Everyone present had the opportunity to become inspired, become excited, become F*ed.  It was a pleasing experience- knowing that our project was benefiting others as well as ourselves.  And I think it epitomizes what feminism is as a whole.  Feminism is a movement, a system of beliefs, a way of life, etc, that has a two-fold purpose.  I believe the purpose of feminism is to help others, as you help yourself.  Activism, similarly, falls from the same tree.  It is nice, therefore, to end the capstone, end the semester, end my four years of college doing what I hope to do my whole life in both personal and professional spheres; develop and advance myself as well as those with whom I interact.  I want my life to be a balance between both of these worlds, and I hope to never forget this.”  

Jennifer Hill

“Working on a project with a group always has its own interesting dynamic.  Working on a project with 18 other strong-willed, goal-oriented, women who are all trained leaders might sound a little daunting.  I'm sure most of us in the class were used to working in groups, because that's one of the main focuses of many WGS classes.  But let's face it: most of us were probably used to being in charge.  At least, I know from projects in other classes and other majors that I've had, I usually take on a leadership position.  W.I.L.L. trained us for that.  Therefore, the ease of which we all worked together toward a common goal, each utilizing our own strengths to further the project was rewarding.  The project itself was fun, of course, but I most benefited from this project by working with so many other leaders, using everyone's leadership style and working as a group every step of the way.  There was never a time where I felt that any one person or group had more of a say in the decisions made than anyone else.  This was a collaborative effort, and the success of the final presentation really attested to that.”

Estephanie Betances

“Originally, I imagined our F*Word experience (and the subsequent F*Word Experience presentation in the Library Auditorium) would be, to say the least--satisfactory.  I had been excited about the project because a) it looked feasible in the limited amount of time we had left, and b) understanding and spreading awareness about feminism and the negative stigmas behind it is something often overlooked in feminist activism. We often take for granted that others with similar viewpoints will support our endeavors. However, I had no idea how much more empowered and proud to label myself a feminist I would be once the project was completed. It was great to see us all peacefully collaborate and create something that wasn't just a learning experience, but also a perfect example of how a variety of feminist identities (as exhibited by everyone's differing experiences in the class) can form a cohesive, yet interactive unit. Not to sound too cheesy, but I have evidence to believe that we are the future of feminism.”

Lauren Lorenzo

“Upon entering TCNJ I was invited to join W.I.L.L. and I was so excited to be a member of an organization before I was even a freshman. I started out my freshman year being extremely involved in the organization and met some great women in the process. In the next two years my involvement began to regress because I was busy doing things for the club I was president of, Bod Squad, or busy with my internships and personal life. I was always proud to be part of W.I.L.L. and still am, but looking back I wish I had taken advantage of more of the opportunities presented to me through this great program. Taking the W.I.L.L. capstone brought me back to my W.I.L.L. roots and showed me how great it is to be in this organization. It showed me how a group of strong women can work together to make their visions a reality. It showed me that regardless of how active or inactive I had been in the organization throughout the years, these women will always welcome you back with open arms. It showed me that feminists are still needed and that through education we can hopefully achieve our goals!”

Kirsten Davis 

“The course of this project has constantly had me questioning exactly why I have decided to label myself as a feminist. However, this self-questioning was a positive thing, since it made me realize once again just how important the label is. As a feminist I like to use the term wherever and whenever I can, no matter who I am around. In the past I have gotten negative reactions to the term, or simply strange looks as if I were an oddity that the person could not quite understand. Through the assigned readings and the culmination of our project it made me understand just how important reclaiming the F-word actually was. Hearing the audience’s reactions was a great opportunity to talk about feminism in a non WGS setting. Especially when people were really able to figure out that they were actually feminists for the first time.” 
Kerry Fiallo

“Now that I have had time to sit back and reflect on the F-Word Experience, I can safely say that it was one of the most rewarding experiences of my college career. As a WILL student, but also just as a feminist, it was incredibly thought-provoking, challenging, inspiring and all around wonderful. I was amazed and so happy with the solidarity that our class exhibited and though I had always counted my WILL class as my friends, by the end of this project, I truly felt that they were my sisters. I know we grew closer as a class and as a group of dedicated, trusting and supportive feminists and I am so thrilled that the F-Word Experience was the culmination of our four years together growing and loving as WILL students.” 

Jessica Cortese

 “My experience with the F word is one of gratitude and admiration, towards both my peers and the outstanding audience members. I was personally responsible for collecting art work from a creative colleague, creating an amazing feminist soundtrack, and of course utilizing all my “woman power” to help set up the stage. One of the most remarkable and memorable event that immediately followed the F Word experience was on my way home when my mother looked at me and said, “Well I guess I am a feminist.” Although my mother has always been supportive of my activist endeavors and seemingly radical ideologies, I fear she has a tendency to chock off my dinner table discussions as “angry feminist banter.” I find it can sometimes be easier to convince strangers that their “in the closet” feminists than your own family members. My mother survived a mentally and physically abusive marriage. She rescued us from the misguided clutches of a failed family service system and immediately began mending the years of tattered, withered, and frayed fragments leftover from my father’s misogynistic dictatorship. Thus, she was my first impression of a feminist: a strong autonomous woman who could independently persevere and overcome any obstacle, screw patriarchy. Yet, my mother did not view her actions as righteous, simply as a means of survival. She did not relate to feminist causes and on a number of occasions informed me that I was being too emotional, too radical, too passionate and to calm down. Her attempts to pacify me and failure to admit to being a feminist created a strong disconnect between the two of us. What she saw as adolescent anger I saw as legitimized truth. However, after experiencing the F Word and being submerged in the same passion that flows through my veins on a daily basis my mother finally understood. I asked her again that night what she learned and again she said, “That I am a feminist.” Therefore, this experience helped close one of the only gaps separating my mother and I, not to mention got her out of the closet.”     

Tamra Wroblesky
“My experience with the capstone project has been one of self-discovery and awareness. In the beginning, I was very much self-invested in my own group's project. When a different project was chosen, I had to shift and adjust to different leadership styles and a different role in the activism campaign. Looking back now, I am extremely pleased with the F*Word Experience because it is something so close to my heart. It is part of my story and I am even more empowered now that I have been able to share it with others. I am deeply impressed with how our class came together in the matter of weeks to organize such an involved and multi-faceted event. The execution of the project was impeccable and has left an immovable impression on me. Being part of the WILL capstone helped deconstruct my own identity and allowed me to look at my raw self and discover who I am as a woman and as a leader.” 

Radha Govindraj

“I absolutely loved my experience working together with the Capstone class to carry out a meaningful project for the campus.  This type of learning is so much more different than any other type of learning experience offered by classes at TCNJ and really tests one’s ability to lead and at the same time follow other women’s lead.  In addition, I have made so many new friends just through putting together a successful project and I am grateful to have had this opportunity.  Reflecting back to the beginning of the class, when we were just putting together project proposals, I remember being frustrated.  Coming up with an idea that could be implemented within 6 weeks was a challenge.  And our particular group went through 3 – 4 ideas before feeling comfortable enough to settle on one (which did not happen until a week before our papers and presentations were due).  This I felt was the toughest part of the semester.  When our project was voted upon, everything else just fell into place especially because everyone in the class was so invested in this project which made the implementation so much smoother.  This is easily one of my best experiences at TCNJ and I wish more students could have the same opportunity.  I truly believe that our project was a success since we definitely challenged people to think about the word ‘feminism’ and its true definition.   I learned so much from working with my fellow women, peers and friends and the positive aspects of every woman’s leadership style seemed to pour into our project like how the sun warms up the earth as it emerges from behind the clouds and all I can say now is thanks.”  
Lauren Serrano

“A project. An experience. A movement. I saw it; I saw beyond the mission, beyond the purpose, beyond its intent. The F*word has, yet again, revived the fervor I have towards womanhood. Now, more than ever, I have been able to identify as a feminist because of my sisters throughout the development of this project. We have sought to work WITH each other- as one, and build upon this solidarity of feminists uniting. The F*Word Experience was an experience within itself, the essential seed within the fruit of our mission. I have witnessed the immense amount of determination and passion we’ve claimed towards the function and productivity of this movement. In my eyes, this has become a movement, reclaiming the f*word, and one that I have high hopes of continuing to flourish and grow.  We are an army of feminists, and we WILL rock your world.” 
Michele Calvo

“Reclaiming the F*Word above all else has been an exercise in solidarity. I feel like this was one of the first times when working with a large group that I didn’t feel overwhelmed or that some were carrying the burden much more than others. The project was truly a group effort probably because it dealt with something that each of us had a direct connection to and I truly believe we were all committed, in the end, to achieving the goals that the original group had laid out. Many times when working with a group of leaders it can become heated and individuals get caught up in a power-struggle while some remain in the background. I don’t believe this was at all the case with our project. Each of us learned to use our leadership in the way(s) we knew best. We stepped down when it was another’s chance to lead and we stepped up when we felt compelled to act. And what was the end result? An event that was moving for all those involved, including those “outside” of the project. What was so special about this project to me was that we welcomed everyone to the table, through the video, the t-shirts, the random conversations around campus, and of course through the F-Word Experience. That is where feminism needs to be today and we did it!”
Debbie Cho

“The W.I.L.L capstone was one of the most memorable experiences of my college career. Not only was I able to work with the brightest and the best students but also with women who were my best friends. There were tough times and moments of disagreement but in the end, we all pulled through to deliver a unique presentation that contributed to our campus. The bonds of sisterhood strengthened over the endless nights and the numerous discussions on our project. I grew mentally and learned the true meaning of working together as a team. The end of the capstone will always be a bittersweet memory. As much as I was relieved that it was over, I was devastated that this may the last moment all of us will be together and most definitely the last time we will be able to deliver such an amazing project together.”
Maria Avilez
“I am amazed still about how such a last minute small thought turn into week by week, an extraordinary project and endeavor. I was honestly scared and excited at the same time to have our “little project that could” be elected as the “extraordinary project that would become”. It was extraordinary to look back and remember how frustrated the four founders of this project felt as we all felt very limited by the scope of our target “campus project”. After our first project idea was quickly shut down it was again another block in the road for us. We felt discouraged, anxious and defeated. However we managed to somehow pick ourselves up by the bootstraps and marinate more ideas. When “Reclaiming the F*Word” idea came up it was as if that idea alone had legs of its own with such powerful momentum. It came to show that no matter what if there is enough passion in even the slightest idea, it has the potential to overthrow outlandish ones.

Yes, the end result went smoothly, but what I will take away from this is the ambition and the legs that this project had.”
Natalie Serra
“It fills me with so much joy and pride to look back on the work we did this semester. It was incredible to be in a class and plan an activism project with a group of so many bright, creative, passionate feminists. We WILL change the world; I’m convinced of that. It’s amazing that an idea inspired by classroom discussion could turn into such a vibrant and thought-provoking campaign in so little time. I really think we accomplished what we set out to do, sisters. We introduced the F*word into the TCNJ consciousness and daily ebb-and-flow, and we encouraged the campus community to reconsider feminism, what it means, and why people think about it the way that they do. Not only that, I think we reinforced our own personal interpretations of feminism by contemplating the F*word, verbalizing it, and turning it into a dynamic, community-based phenomenon. It means so much to me that I got to share this experience with my fabulous sisters. Feminism requires solidarity.”
Lauren Crespo

“Working along side a strong and enthusiastic group of WILL women for the WILL Capstone Project was a fantastic experience, and I will explain why. While the original creators of the campus-oriented activist project initially developed a clever (and much needed) concept for their activist initiative, the entire Capstone class participated together to make the concept come to life. Every person in the class offered brilliant ideas to enhance the project; it was clear that every woman was invested in the assignment! I was particularly motivated by my understanding that, if I had not taken Women's and Gender Studies during my time at the College, I would probably possess the negative stereotypes of Feminists that many people on our campus hold. Along with being a member of WILL, the WGS classes I have taken at TCNJ have forever altered the way I view the world. No, I have not been "brainwashed" by these classes, like one anti-feminist friend of mine had suggested. I have been taught to recognize the inequalities of our world, and how we all play a role in such inequality unless we actively work against it. Such is the lesson I learned during the capstone class, a class focused on leadership and oppositional strategies. I would argue that ignorance is NOT bliss, and this is the message I wanted to send in our F*Word Experience Capstone project.” 
Alyssa Ellmann

I am thrilled with the turn out that we received and the diversity that was present in our audience. Coming into the auditorium for our presentation, my biggest fear was the possibility of a quiet and shy audience who would hesitate to take part in our presentations dialogue. But, I cannot count the number of times that the audience surprised me with their thoughts, comments, and honesty during the presentation. And the greatest part of this project for me was having individuals in the audience begin to transform their ideas surrounding feminists and to see this label as something that described themselves. After all, that was the goal of the project to begin with.


Aside from the project itself and its amazing-ness, I am astounded by the power, dedication, determination, authenticity, honesty, and sheer BRILLIANCE that the women of this Capstone group possess as this project would not have been successful if it were not for the ideas, opinions, and originality of the nineteen women in the Capstone. Like the artwork that was displayed in our exhibit, the women in the Capstone each possess their own distinct personality, opinion, and leadership style. But, we have worked with one another for a unified purpose and allowed this project to reach heights that I did not think we would reach. We have strengthened our leadership skills and relationships, and in doing so, have strengthened the power, image, identity, and beauty of the “F-Word.”

Annotated Bibliography

Barakso, Maryann, and Brian F. Schaffner. “Winning Coverage: News Media Portrayals of the    

Women’s  Movement, 1960-2004.” The Harvard International Journal of Press/Politics 11.22 (2006): 22-44. Print. 
In Barasko and Schaffner’s article, “Winning Coverage: News Media Portrayals of the Women’s Movement, 1969-2004,” the authors argue that the news media critically influences the perceptions of the public in regards to social movements by choosing to cover certain issues and events, while ignoring others. Barasko and Schaffner found that reporters continued to cover specific issues, such as reproductive rights issues, due to the plethora of legal and legislative sources on the topic and the fact that such topics cause opposition and discussion, which are both central to the success of the media. Also found in this study was a disconnect between the portrayal of causes that the media markets as the “primary focus” of specific movements and the true causes that drive female activists and women’s organizations. Women’s activists and organizations face the additional battle of public perception as through media coverage; the assumed goals and interests of the movement are showcased, when in reality limited coverage of their true standpoints are not covered by the media. This exclusion of women’s issues in media correspondence continues to perpetuate the idea that the movement is out of touch with the needs of women today. 
Baym, N. (1996) Agreements and Disagreements in a Computer-Mediated Discussion. Research on Language and Social Interaction 29 (4), 315-345.
This author presents observational information on the varied discourse mediums.  His prime focuses of analysis are a Usenet newsgroup, oral communication and letter communication.  The analysis of a Usenet news group vs. oral/print communication compares the difference in the temporal versus physical space associated with each form of discourse and how it affects the quality and nature of a dialogue.  The author argues that presentation of information online has the potential to be changed and modified whereas information presented orally and through print mediums are more lasting and unchangeable.  A response to a Usenet group is a response to every participant of the group rather than the simply dyadic conversation of basic oral communication.  The author also goes on to discuss the relative levels of disagreement and agreement in oral conversations vs. online dialogue.  Oral dialogue tends towards agreement whereas there is a greater likelihood of maintaining a state of disagreement through online dialogue.


Beck, Debra Baker. “The “F” Word: How the Media Frame Feminism.” NWSA Journal 10.1 

(1998): 139-154. Print. 
Beck’s article looks at the strength of mass media in its portrayal of feminism on how feminists are viewed within society. Beck identifies the primary obstacle that exists in the works of the media as dualism as it is continued to be created through the construction of opposition and various social dichotomies. Additionally, this article examines the idea of a field of allowable images that are used in the media which represent traditional ideas and continue to conform to the dominant values and representations. Although this source is outside of the five year confine for sources, this paper is extremely beneficial to the research topic at hand as Beck identifies methods used by the mass media to continue to distort the image of feminism and those involved in this social movement. Beck’s discussion of standpoint and field of allowable images continues to reinforce how mass media presents images to the public regardless of their validity, thereby swaying public opinion through false portrayals.


Breen, Amanda B., and Andrew Karpinski. “What’s In A Name? Two Approaches to Evaluating 

the Label Feminist.” Sex Roles 58 (2008): 299-310. Print. 

Breen and Karpinski present findings of a study in which evaluators explored the meaning and power of the feminist label. Both researchers were interested in isolating only the influence of the feminist label on participants rather than identifying common stereotypes and behaviors associated with the term. Unlike other studies completed (and compiled for this research project), this study involved a mixed gender group of participants. After the completion of the study and compiling of data, Breen and Karpinski found that out of the participants, the male participants saw the feminist identity as negative, while female participants primarily saw the feminist identity in a positive light. In the responses of  both gendered participants, representatives from each stated that although they would not label themselves a feminist, they did endorse feminist ideals. This article connects to the research paper as the data collected provides insight to why men do not claim the label of feminist as their own, while also highlighting the gender divide between perceptions of feminists. Additionally, this article presents information that connects to the overall research project as men are part of the “missing” within discourses of feminism and in claiming a feminist identity. 


Bronstein, Carolyn. “Representing the Third Wave: Mainstream Print Media Framing of a New 

Feminist Movement.” J & MC Quarterly 82.4 (2005): 783-803. Print. 
In this article, Bronstein analyzes the current framing patterns used in the media’s portrayal of the new feminist movement and their relation to those applied by the media during the Second Wave Feminist movement. Bronstein begins her article, by describing the differences in beliefs and ideals of those involved in the second and third wave feminist movements, and also present information on the power of media frames in swaying public opinion on specific topics. Bronstein continues on in the article to highlight the five frames that were most commonly used by the media during the Second Wave movement and which would be looked for within contemporary news publications during the study. The five frames discovered were: demonization, personalization, goals and rights, victimization, and agency. From the study, Bronstein found that although the media has stepped away from using the demonization and personalization frames in their portrayal of Third Wave feminists, the media continues to apply these frames to discourses on Second Wave feminists. Also, although there is a change in how feminists are being portrayed by the media, the use of specific frames for one wave versus another creates a division within the movement, misrepresents feminist goals that are specific to each movement, and portrays feminism as being something that is no longer truly relevant. Bronstein’s argument and data are extremely important to the research paper as the frames that were identified in her study are the ones that will be focused on in the paper. Also, these frames are the main opponent in the reconstruction of the feminist label which is the focus of the entire research project.


Chadwick, Whitney. Women, Art and Society . New York : Thames and Hudson , 1997. Print.

Within Chadwick’s Women, Art and Society she examines the role of women within art from an art history perspective. The paintings shown are not restricted to only women painters, but men as painters and their representation of women in their works. The timeline of Chadwick’s research dates back to art from Middle Ages up into Modernist Representation. The use of Chadwick’s book in relation to this paper revolves around the 1970’s Liberation Art Group that bred feminist artwork to the mainstream. In Chadwick’s research are the themes that stem from this Liberation movement of the arts. Such issues covered as “womb-centered imagery” that was displayed in works by Judy Chicago and Miriam Shapiro. Such “womb-centered imagery”, displayed openly female anatomy in an abstract sense. In particular, Chadwick examines Chicago’s “Domes” images as “female anatomy breasts, vulva and with sensations of sexual and emotional pleasure”.  Chadwick carefully examines further examples of this theme within feminist artwork. 


Chicago, Judy and Smith-Lucie Edward. Women and Art: Contested Territory . New York:    \

Watson-Guptill, 1999. Print. 
The one and only, Judy Chicago has co-written Women and Art, and is a journey into the various forms at which women have been portrayed in the arts. Reading the words of the pioneer of the 1970’s Women Art Liberation Movement was enlightening. Concerning feminist art, Chicago is still concerned about the image young girls receive from art galleries, specifically young women. Their either, lack there of, or an image that is far from reality, Chicago still believes that young women are receiving a negative message. In her “Exploring Identities” chapter, she glorifies the non-traditionalist views of women in art, or as she names it “women acting up”. Such images as real women’s bodies to taboo images of menstruation shown openly are examples she would like to see more of in contemporary art. Chicago plays critic to the contemporary art, but she is very much in a position to do so. 

Cottingham, Laura. Seeing Through the Seventies : Essays on Feminism and Art. New York : 

Routledge, 2003.

In Cottinghams’s Seeing Through the Seventies, she analyzes the manner in which women were represented in works of art. In particular she examines how men artist would portray women in a form that was flirtatious, elegant or sometimes brutally distorted, as is the case in Pablo Picasso’s works.  In the seventies however, was a revival of women artist looking and painting or creating crafts that were honestly women centered. It took Miriam Shapiro and Judy Chicago’s visions of women imagery and make it absolutely iconic. They have created, according to Cottingham, groundbreaking art that completely reinvented stereotypes. It is in Seeing Through the Seventies, that I am able to further examine the many faults and courageous changes that feminist artist took to reinvent their female imagery. This book has also allowed the audience to examine where feminist art is going post the 1970’s.  
Eisele, Heather, and Jayne Stake. “The Differential Relationship of Feminist Attitudes and 

Feminist Identity to Self-Efficacy.” Psychology of Women Quarterly 32 (2008): 233-244. Print.
Eisele and Stake performed a study to explore the discrepant relationship between feminist attitudes and feminist identity to one’s self efficacy. In the study, feminist attitudes were defined as beliefs within the feminist goal for gender equality, while feminist identity was described as having both feminist attitudes and a perception of one’s self as a feminist. Eisele and Stake present data from the study in which participants with feminist attitudes, but not a feminist identity, are reluctant to act for change, thereby necessitating the need for individuals to take on a feminist identity in order to bring about social activism from local to political activism.  Overall, this study and the data collected continues to show that without the personal identification as a feminist, change cannot fully and the confidence in one’s power to act is limited. Additionally this article continues to support the findings of Zucker and Ramsey et al. as well as the need for additional spaces and experiences that endorse feminist attitudes and feminist identity to encourage individuals willingness to take on a feminist identity and engage in a level of activism.


Ellison, N. B., Steinfield, C., & Lampe, C. (2007). The benefits of Facebook "friends:" Social capital and college students' use of online social network sites. Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication, 12(4) http://jcmc.indiana.edu/vol12/issue4/ellison.html 

This article argues the benefits that Facebook.com offers in terms of social capital (how social contacts affect the productivity of individuals and groups.  While arguing this, the authors also discuss the popularity of the social networking site amongst the younger audience, particularly those in high school and college.  Unlike current research focusing on the negative aspects of Facebook.com, these authors analyze the positive influence of the social networking site while alluding to its increasing popularity and ease of access to a wide audience.  For example, their research indicates that logging into Facebook.com has become an accepted part of daily routine for users.  Not only do people represent users of Facebook.com, but as of 2006, organizations as well have become users in order to utilize Facebook.com’s range of accessibility to consumers. According to the article, by 2007, Facebook.com had about 21 million users with over 1.6 billion page hits. Facebook.com had become the seventh most popular website in terms of the sum amount of page views generated.  

Ferree, M.M., and Pudrovska, T. (2006) Transnational Feminist NGOs on the Web: Networks and Identities in the Global North and South. In Ferree, M.M., and Tripp, A.M (Ed.), Global Feminism, Transnational Women’s Activism, Organizing and Human Rights (pp. 247- 272) New York, NY:  New York University Press.
This piece is an analysis of the patterns of discourse used by feminist NGOs on their respective webpages.  The authors study the language and rhetoric used to communicate an organization’s mission and then provide a conclusion based on their data about the nature of information presentation in terms of developing an identity for the organization.  The study is particularly significant since it is an analysis of self-portrayal and identity development on the web rather than the presentation of the organization by a secondary party such as a journalist.    Analysis of how a group develops its identity via linguistic choices is representative of the organization’s cultural context.  In this study, the authors chose to focus on the relative and contextual usage of the words ‘woman,’ ‘feminist,’ and ‘gender’.  Use of the word ‘woman’ was seen as more neutral whereas the use of the word ‘feminist’ was perceived as more radical.  Daya was collected by identifying all the words that appeared in the same sentence of ‘woman,’ ‘feminist,’ and ‘gender’.  This provides a greater, unbiased understanding with how these words are currently associated.  
Flanagan, M., & Suyin, L. (2007). Rethinking the F Word: A Review of Activist Art on the Internet. NWSA Journal, 19(1), 181-200. Retrieved from Professional Development Collection database.


This author analyzes the effect and significance of feminist art on the internet.  She also argues the aims of cyberfeminism and its use as a tool to further aid the movement towards increased reforms for women’s rights.  Currently, she believes that promoting the agenda of the women’s movement using the means of cyberfeminism is thus far ineffective given its large potential and value for provoking action and spreading awareness.  This author analyzes a total of five websites dedicated to a feminist agenda through initially describing the nature of the site and then by providing how it contributes to the cyberfeminist movement.  She applauds them for using innovative and creative means in order to garner different audiences while still alerting them (either subtly or conspicuously) to feminist issues.  For example, the site by Isabel Chang draws challenges the identities assumed upon Asian women in the United States.  She combines politics, fashion and story to contribute to the satirical conveyance of her message.  The ultimate significance of this site is “in its drawing young women, particularly Asian women and women of color, into imagining the possibility of the internet as a space for art and activism—as well as a space to create new images of the self.”
Golder, S., Wilkinson, D., Huberman, B. (2007). Rhythms of social interaction: messaging within a massive online network.  In C. Steinfield (Ed.), Communities and Technologies 2007.  London. Springer.

The authors of this article are presenting a study based on the analysis of 362 million messages exchanged by 4.2 million users via Facebook.com.  Anonymity was maintained through the assignment of random numbers to each user analyzed.  Through their analysis, the y discovered a strong dependence on Facebook.com amongst college students.  The study reveals varying patterns of usage such as the differential usage between weekdays and weekends.  It also presents data on how students of a particular school tend to use it the social networking site at relatively the same times of the day while also maintaining a tendency to interact more with people of the same school.  Weekend activity is significantly decreased from weekday activity.  Additionally, during the months of July, August, December and January, Facebook activity significantly increases, coincidently corresponding with summer and winter breaks which occur between semesters.  Examples of differential usage based on school network were observed since one school presented more Facebook activity during the morning hours whereas another school presented more Facebook activity during the evening hours.  From their comprehensive analysis, the authors infer that Facebook.com is the primary and consistent electronic tool used by college students for socializing.  


Golombisky, Kim. “Gendering the Interview: Feminist Reflections on Gender as Performance in 


Research.” Women’s Studies in Communication, Vol. 29, Issue 2. Laramie: Fall 2006, pp 


165-185.


As a journalist given the assignment of interviewing citizens of a Florida town about their experiences with a local flood in 1960, Kim Golombisky sets out to utilize feminist research methodologies. Accordingly, she incorporates women as interview participants despite the fact that a group of men were remembered as having the most prominent and public roles in local responses to the flood. In addition, Golombisky stresses the importance of expressing her motives and goals behind the research project to the participants of the interview. She addresses issues of whether women are in fact better suited as interviewers because of innate listening skills and whether female researchers take on “honorary male status” with increased power as interviewers (170). After the interview process, Golombisky realizes that she unintentionally reinforced gender stereotypes and the sexual division of labor by asking men questions centered around their involvement in the public sphere and women of their more private roles in the domestic sphere. As a result, Golombisky concludes that researchers must responsibly direct the construction of gender in interviews and must continually reflect and remain critical of their own performance. “Instead of studying gendered communication, we ought to be studying the communication of gender” (182).

Hays-Giplin, Kelly. Ambiguous Images : Gender and Rock Art. Walnut Creek, CA: AltaMira 

Press, 2004.

In Ambiguous Images, I decided to also research pop culture as a whole. In order to look into feminist art exclusively, I was also able to understand more about it through analyzing the pop iconic images within art. An image of Warhol’s muse, Eddie Sedgiveck, for instance was extremely popular during the same time that the Women’s Liberation Art reform took place. In Gender and Rock Art, Hays delves into these images as well as images that were gender-bending the binaries of a man and women. Gender, playing a key role in this paper, this book made it all the more helpful in looking at art through its effect of celebrity. It was a departure to read Hays work from outside the feminist thought, however still finding the connections that lay within the feminist mindset as well.  This reading added another element to the research aspect, which was extremely helpful. 
Houvouras, Shannon, and J. Scott Carter. "The F Word: College Students' Definitions of a 

Feminist." Sociological Forum 23.2 (2008): 234-56. Print.
 Houvouras and Carter present the findings of a study in which college students were asked to provide insight into their definitions of feminists. In the study, college students were asked two questions: “Do you consider yourself to be a feminist or not?” and “What is a feminist?” Houvouras and Carter found that college students commonly presented answers about feminists that fell into three themes of characteristics: attitudes and beliefs, actions, and personal characteristics. Additionally, the study provides insight into why students do not choose to identify themselves as feminists, while also providing methods to change this common pattern, such as through term clarification, destruction of common myths, and interaction with a variety of feminists. The authors’ arguments for increased exposure to feminism and feminist goals as well as showcasing the variety of feminists in society are strong components in addressing the issue of feminist identity development in a society that often deters individuals from this identity. 
Kirsch, Gesa E. “What Do You Know about My Life, Anway? Ethical Dilemmas in Researcher-


Participant Relations.” Ethical Dilemmas in Feminist Research: The Politics of Location, 


Interpretation, and Publication. Albany: State University of New York Press, 1999, pp 


25-44.


In this book, Kirsch provides a history of the development of feminist methodologies of research and the field’s critiques of positivism and its corresponding power hierarchies. In Chapter Two, she provides interesting and useful guidelines for feminist researchers. She stresses the importance (and legality) of obtaining informed consent from interview participants and selecting participants in an equitable manner. Furthermore, she encourages the researcher to have realistic expectations regarding the outcome of the interview and the relationship established with the participant. Although feminist researchers should take every measure in the attempt to do so, Kirsch writes that there is a limit to researchers being able to eliminate all power structures from the interview relationship and setting, but that the researcher has a duty to provide a respectful, supportive, and empathetic environment. She also writes about researcher vulnerabilities in the interview process, especially when a female researcher interviews a male participant. She warns that when “interviewing up” with people of dominant status, researchers may encounter resistance when trying to interject and potentially be ignored by male participants. The researcher may experience internal conflict when confronted with language that goes against her feminist viewpoints, but “this is no reason for researchers to abdicate responsibility for the well-being of participants” (34).

Klotz, R. (2004) Party and Group Advocacy on the Internet.  In Klotz, R. The Politics of Internet 
Communication (pp. 83 – 94) New York, NY: Rowman and Littlefield Publishers, Inc.
This chapter discusses the popularity of using the internet as a means of advocacy and compares how it is used by low resource organizations and high resource organizations.  The most obvious benefit is the significantly lower cost compared to other techniques of communication.  Groups that use the internet range from well-funded prominent groups to group where “the internet provides the only evidence of its existence.”  Advocacy also comes in the form of online discussion groups such as chat rooms and Usenet.  Mobilization for a cause costs significantly less in terms of time and money when using the internet.  For example, petitions can be signed online by thousands of people in the matter of an hour and a mass e-mail.  It also discusses the ways through which internet advocacy methods are significantly less expensive than utilizing other forms of media.  The rest of the book discusses the politics of internet use in terms of differential access, laws, government and media use, and internet perceptions internationally.  To the average western consumer it seems that internet access is readily available to everyone, but in reality the ubiquity is not as high internationally.  
MacDonald, Susan. “Answering Questions and Asking More: Reflections on Feminist 


Participatory Research.” Resources for Feminist Research, Vol. 30, Issue 1/2. Toronto: 


2003, pp 77-98.


In this article, Susan MacDonald writes about feminist interview tactics, which she labels “feminist participatory research.” This dynamic methodology is conducted by feminists for the purpose of improving the status of women and calling attention to oppressive structures. In its many forms, feminist research was created to “challeng[e] the hierarchy implicit in the positivist researcher/participant relationship, wherein the researcher is the sole producer of knowledge” (81). In order to eliminate oppressive power differentials in the researcher-participant relationship, MacDonald repeatedly emphasizes that several qualities are required of the researcher. First and foremost, “there must be sufficient resources (time, energy, money), as well as the commitment, experience, understanding and empathy of the researcher” (90). The identity of feminist researcher requires leadership and must coincide with the identities of educator, organizer, and activist. These weighty responsibilities can create stress for the researcher; therefore, it is extremely important that the researcher has a network of support and that adequate responsibility is assigned to members of the research team aside from the women who initiated the research project. Lastly, the researcher must continually revisit her position and motives in order to ensure the empowerment and protection of the participants.

Marx, Marcia. “Invisibility, Interviewing and Power: A Researcher’s Dilemma.” Resources for 


Feminist Research, Vol. 28, Issue 3/4. Toronto: Winter/Spring 2001, pp 131-151.


In “Invisibility, Interviewing and Power: A Researcher’s Dilemma,” Marcia Marx describes her own experience conducting a series of interviews with women working at a university in an office setting. As a researcher employing feminist methodologies of inquiry, she hopes to uncover the experiences of women from a variety of positions and backgrounds and attempts to eliminate the power hierarchy typically found in conventional researcher-participant relationships. First, she interviews women in leadership and managerial positions and finds that even women in positions of power often experience feelings of invisibility, or what she terms the “shadow hierarchy.” Marx finds that these women, when confronted by a researcher who is enthused and curious about their work experiences, are eager to share. However, when Marx begins to interview women in clerical positions in the same offices, she finds that participants are initially less open and trusting of the probing researcher. Marx finds that she needs to revise her interview style in a way in which questions are less structured and the participant is given greater power to lead the direction of the conversation. This helps to change the appearance of the researcher, who is privileged along educational and racial lines, away from being a “potential oppressor” (147). As a feminist researcher, Marx learns that she must view participants as more than simply “sources of data,” instead reflecting upon her own motives and styles as a researcher in order to promote open and non-hierarchical relationships.

McCabe, Janice. “What’s in a Label? The Relationship Between Feminist Self-Identification and “Feminist” Attitudes among U.S. Women and Men.” Gender and Society 19.4 (2005): 420-505. Print. 
McCabe’s article seeks to examine the relationship between feminist self-identification, sociodemographics, political orientation, and a range of gender-related attitudes. McCabe discusses the support that many women have for feminist goals as well as their rejection to self-identity with this term. McCabe suggests that the reason women do not self-identify as feminists is due to the confusion surrounding what the term “feminist” means, the fact that the media backlash against feminism has resulted in feminism’s classification as radical, and young women’s belief that the feminist movement is not relevant to their lives. Additionally, McCabe draws from previous studies to highlight the limitations in feminist-identity studies as many studies only looked at one-element of feminism and did not examine the multi-dimensional aspects of this identity. Overall, McCabe’s analysis suggests that women and individuals with a higher level of education, living in an urban area, and with liberal political views are more likely to self-identify as feminists. Also, McCabe concedes that the link between self-identification, personal beliefs, and the feminist label are more complex than most research believes. 
Morahan-Martin, J. (2000). Women and the Internet: Promise and Perils. CyberPsychology & Behavior, 3(5), 683-691. doi:10.1089/10949310050191683.
This article argues how the internet is not only a blessing in terms of adding another effective media for social activism, but also, how particularly in the women’s movement, it may be detrimental as well.  This article first addresses the benefits.  For example, simply the easy accessibility to information is empowering for any individual. Yet to counter this, the author also brings aware the existence of misinformation and its ability to work against the women’s movement.  Another example of this dichotomy occurs through the ability of avoiding face-to-face interaction and the ability to hide one’s identities.  This becomes a positive feature of the web since the anonymity allows healthy exploration and expression of one’s self freely without inhibitions.  Yet this turns into a negative feature since it also acts to facilitate the decrease in user censorship and therefore a potential increase in more crude and hostile dialogue.  An additional positive feature of the internet is the ease of creating online support groups based on solidarity developed through a shared experience.  Yet the lack of online regulation may result in the formation of socially destructive “support” groups.  In pointing out these opposing dualities of the internet, the author hopes to increase the positive aspects of the internet for women.  The author hopes to increase the effects of the internet’s positive influence by acknowledging the perilous aspects and actively working against them.  

Naples, Nancy A. “The Outsider Phenomenon.” In Feminist Perspectives on Social Research. 


Ed. Sharlene Nagy Hesse-Biber and Michelle L. Yaiser. New York: Oxford University 


Press: 2004, pp 373-381.


In this article, Nancy A. Naples analyzes the oft-discussed concept of insider/outsider relations within ethnographic fieldwork. Within this dichotomy, researchers study the effect of interviewers’ identities on the rapport established with research participants: whether they are of similar (insider) or different (outsider) backgrounds. It is often established that insiders are better suited to fieldwork, since participants tend to be more open and trustful of insider researchers. However, Naples, as a feminist researcher, questions the validity of this oversimplified theory. She claims that the binary of insider/outsider masks other power structures at play between researcher and participant and gives the false impression of unilateral identities. Rather, human identities contain many facets and are even subject to change and fluidity. Naples “start[s] with the assumption that, rather than one insider perspective, we all begin our work from different positions and social experiences that contribute to numerous dimensions on which we can relate to residents in various overlapping communities” (373). She emphasizes the importance of continually revisiting one’s place and behaviors as researcher, and shifting the focus to the marginalities, in order to give those often unheard voices attention and empowerment. 
Nochlin, Linda and Maura Reilly. Global Feminisms: New Directions in Contemporary Art . 

New York : Merrell, 2007. Print. 

In Global Feminisms is comprehensive and detailed information about the beginnings of feminist artwork to the contemporary. However, Nochlin and Reilly do not just inform about Western forms of feminist art, but global representations as well. African, Central American, Asian and Eastern and Central European feminist art and artist is thoroughly discussed. Concerning my paper, Global Feminisms is detailing the transition of feminist art from harmonic to rebellious, from local to global and from "traditional to daring". The Women’s Liberation Art Movement was also mentioned as pioneers, Judy Chicago reinvented and revolutionized feminist art. In the 1980’s however, Nochlin and Reilly researched the shift of feminist artwork from being restricted to paintings toward a more technological advancements such as photography and video. Such information is interesting to read and see in this book, as feminist artwork is expressed in various forms of art beyond the canvas. Another aspect that Global Feminisms points out is the gender ambiguity that becomes evident in feminist artwork toward the more contemporary artwork. 
Nochlin, Linda. Representing Women. New York: Thames and Hudson, 1999. Print. 

In Representing Women Nochlin once again examines how women have been portrayed, not in the realm of feminist art, but in the overall realm of art. Her research begins in artwork composed in the early 1800’s. Nochlin categorizes women displayed in art as: the myth of the warrior women, the absence of women, the image of the working woman and body politics. In regards to this paper, her candid experience upon visiting the Womanhouse, the 1970’s groundbreaking feminist art exhibition by Judy Chicago and Miriam Shapiro. It was interesting to read her recount the feelings that she had felt with such provocative works as The Menstruation Bathroom,” a wall-to wall-Kotex and vivid red-and-white décor”. Nochlin also refers to the feminine imagery which began being displayed in works during  the 19th century through works by Georgia O’Keefe. Here, abstract images of a woman’s vagina were accepted and stemmed the seeds for the uproar of the 1970’s feminist art movement. 
Olson, Loreen N., Tine A. Coffelt, Eileen Berlin Ray, Jill Rudd, Renee Botta, George Ray, and 

Jenifer E. Kopfman. ““I’m all for equal rights, but don’t call me a feminist”: Identity Dilemmas in Young Adults’ Discursive Representations of Being a Feminist.” 

Women’s Studies in Communication 31.1 (2008): 104-132. Print. Olson et al. performed a study with men and women ages 18-30 to explore how young adults related to the feminist label. The overall goal of the performed study was to demonstrate how young adults incorporate feminist beliefs into their lives, but use the label feminist in various ways. Noting in the article that identity-based labels are extremely significant to one’s sense of self, Olson et al. focuses on analyzing how the label of feminist relates to identity rather than looking at the social movement of feminism. Olson et al. examine how the construction of self-identity occurs as it is both an internal, personal process as well as an external process that is impacted by the reactions of others and the experiences that one has with these individuals. Overall, Olson et al. concluded that due to the degree to which the construction of identity is founded through the social relations and the marginalization of feminist identities in these relationships, most young people resist aligning themselves with a negatively understood identity.  This article provides support to the argument of the power of social images in the construction of one’s identity.

Parker, Rozsika and Pollock Griselda. Old Mistresses: Women, Art and Ideology . New York : 
Pantheon Books , 1981.Print. 
Parker and Pollack delve into another aspect of feminist art- sexuality. In the 1980’s especially, feminist artwork was deemed “explicit” as a sort of rebellion against the very restrictions that were placed on women artist by the patriarchic system in society and the art world as well. Female sexual expression was outlined with images portraying menstruation and women’s bodily functions. Parker and Pollack state eloquently, “ women, feminist or otherwise, may feel well affirmed by such work, recognizing the way it confronts their oppression by exposing hitherto, hidden, repressed or concealed aspects of their lives”. Such statement is true of this new “wave” of feminist art in the 1980’s. Parker and Pollack further use Judy Chicago as the prime leader of this movement, culminating in her legendary “The Dinner Party”, and other work including, “Menstruation Bathroom” that unapologetically display those censored women “issues” that are blocked from society. 

Peltola, P., Milkie, M.A., and Presser, P. (2004). The "Feminist" Mystique: Feminist Identity in Three Generations of Women. Gender and Society 18 (1), 122-144 
This author presents her research associated with the incongruent self-identification of process of feminists.  Often times, people will refuse to identify themselves as feminists even though they embody and support the same notions of gendered equality as self-identifying feminists.  This disconnect strips the feminist movement of more active supporters and remains a crucial point of concern.  The unwillingness to self-identify as a feminist begins with the younger generation.  Her analysis indicates that part of this aversion to self-identification results from the successful campaign of anti-feminists to associate a negative, repulsive stigma to the word.  In her analysis, she also includes other influencing factors on self-identification such as gender attitudes, political attitudes and ideology, discrimination and harassment, and social and economic status. Additionally, she observes the influence of age.  As a generation grows older and begins to be directly affected by gender-inequality issues, the inclination to self-identify as a feminist increases.  The author also offers other suggestions to explain the disconnect.  For example, the disconnect may arise from the perception that feminism represents a movement of the older generation and is no longer needed.  She also suggests that the younger generation may simply be ignorant, therefore supporting the movement but avoiding self-labeling due to the general public perception of the term.  
Pozner, Jennifer L. “How to Reclaim, Reframe, and Reform the Media: A Feminist Advocacy 

Guide.” bitchfest. Ed. Lisa Jervis and Andi Zeisler. New York: Farrar, Straus, and Giroux, 2006. 344-352. Print. 

Pozner’s article, “How to Reclaim, Reframe, and Reform the Media,” provides a list of tactics for a gendered audience to use when viewing news as published by mass media. First highlighting how the media misrepresents feminist events and activism to the portrayal of women in the media, Pozner encourages her audience to become educated on how the media represents reality, to questions what is presented, and to begin critiquing negative media in order to sway public opinion and advocate for future representations that are true.  Ideas presented by Pozner were adapted from the media training as provided by the Women In Media and News organization and asks audiences to watch a wide variety of news to gain truthful insights, to evaluate images, challenge double standards, to pinpoint distorted framing, and challenge headline misrepresentation.  Pozner’s article provides a foundation for bringing change in aspects of the mass media emphasizing that to start this change, begins in the transformation of the audience themselves.
Ramsey, Laura R., et al. “Thinking of Others: Feminist Identification and the Perception of 

Others’ Beliefs.” Sex Roles 56 (2007): 611-616. Print. 
Ramsey et al, present the findings of a study that examined the differences between three groups of women in their perceptions of women in their and possible rejections of the feminist label. During the study, participants were asked to discuss their own personal views of feminism as well as what/how they believed others viewed feminism in society. Overall, Ramsey et al found that participants believed that others had a more severe perspective of feminism than they personally held, thereby impacting how the participants expressed their feminist beliefs as well as encouraging their hesitancy to express their beliefs. Ramsey et al provide justification in this article for the need for transformative experiences in which individuals are provided with opportunities to explore feminism in their own personal ways, such as through discussions, forums, and personal relations. This article supports Zucker’s findings of hesitancy and self-labeling in the groups of three women, while also providing support for the need for transformative experiences in order to help individuals develop and embrace a feminist identity outside of the perceptions of others and the society, which are both impacted by the media.
Raven, Arlene and Cassandra Langer. Feminist Art Criticism: An Anthology. New York : Icon Editions , 1991. Print. 

Raven and Langer in Feminist Art Criticism do a magnificent job analyzing the peak of feminist movement of the 1970’s and into the 1980’s. Rather than simply analyzing the works of the known pioneers of the movement, Raven and Langer also judge such prestigious work fairly. In Chicago’s case they are critical of her work stating that it “limited” women. The insight of the work in which they citizen is enriching. However, they are also given credit to the 1970’s women artist as fearless pioneers that have taken women’s roles and taken them outside the patriarchal realm to which they had been so restricted to. 
Reinharz, Shulamit. Feminist Methods in Social Research. New York: Oxford University Press, 


1992. 


Although this source is slightly dated in comparison to the other sources in this bibliography, it seemed important to include as many of the scholars within this field build upon Shulamit Reinharz’s scholarship in Feminist Methods in Social Research. Reinharz establishes the history, definition, and variety of methodologies and theories within the field of feminist research. She writes that the field originated with women-conducted interviews during the period of social reform in the United States in the 19th and early 20th centuries. In Chapter One, Reinharz provides a variety of definitions for both “feminist” and “feminist research methods,” the latter of which is defined as “methods used in research projects by people who identify themselves as feminist or as part of the women’s movement” (6). She writes that these types of interviews often include open-ended and semi-structured questions in order to give greater power and liberty to research participants. She also mentions that the use of the word “participant” even involved conscious deliberation on the part of feminist researchers who sought to eliminate the power hegemony implicit in the term “subject.” Many feminist researchers agree that feminist interviews should include diversity, self-disclosure, trust, and flexibility in the effort of promoting equal contribution between interviewer and interviewee. She warns against excessive self-disclosure in instances of “studying up,” or interviewing male participants, in order to prevent the further loss of power on the part of the researcher. Overall, Reinharz emphasizes that feminist research is a perspective rather than a single methodology and in fact includes diverse tactics and methods. 

Roy, Robin E., Kristin S. Weibust, and Carol T. Miller. “Effects of Stereotypes About Feminists 

on Feminist Self-Identification.” Psychology of Women Quarterly 31 (2007): 146-156. Print. 
The information presented in Roy, Weibust, and Miller’s study focused on the influence of positive and negative portrayals of feminists on the personal perspective and self-identification of female undergraduates as feminists. The authors focus on the female participants unwillingness to stand up for their feminist beliefs and challenge the status quo as being relation to their view of feminism in relation to themselves. From the study, the authors found that female undergraduate’s likelihood of self-identification as feminists increased after viewing literature that portrayed feminists in a positive light. The study continues to showcase the power of society and social images of feminists as the self-identity of female participants greatly depended upon the public identity of feminists. This article connects to the research paper as the study’s findings emphasize the need for positive images in order to sway public opinion and transform the label of feminist from a social stigma to an empowering identity. 
Saunders, Kendra J., and Susan Kashubeck-West. “The Relations Among Feminist Identity 

Development, Gender-Role Orientation, and Psychological Well-Being In Women.” Psychology of Women Quarterly 30 (2006): 199-211. Print. 

Saunders and Kashubeck-West provide a discussion on the relationship between feminist identity development, gender-role orientation, and the psychological health of women. In the study performed, Saunders and Kashubeck-West sought to examine the impact of feminist identity development and gender-role orientation in the positive well-being of women as well as the hypothesis that an advanced feminist identity would have a positive effect on the overall psychology of a woman. Through the study, the authors found that the unique aspects of feminist identity development and gender-role orientation both had a significant effect on women’s wellbeing. The second question of women’s overall psychological well-being due to a feminist identity was not supported in the findings of this study. An interesting finding that is presented in the article is that although many women indicated in the study that they believed in ideals of higher levels of feminism only a small number of women actually identified themselves as feminists. 
Seely, Megan. Fight Like a Girl: How to Be a Fearless Feminist. New York: New York 

University Press, 2007. Print. 

In Seely’s Fight Like a Girl: How to be a Fearless Feminist, breaks down feminist ideas and the various movements that have occurred over time to be easily accessible to a general audience. Seely’s main goal of her book is the answer the question of “What can one do?” and approaches feminist activism as being both an individual and a collective act. Additionally, Seely outlines ways in which women can begin to take steps towards large scale change, while also providing ideas of how to find activism in daily life. Although Seely does dedicate a chapter to the various waves of the American feminist movement, she does not focus solely on this movement. Rather, she incorporates other movements to become socially active within. One interesting component incorporated in this text is the lists that Seely provides regarding activist resources, websites, literature, films, great leaders and statistics. It is also interesting to read the thoughts of various men and women of all sexual identities, races, and classes and their remarks on becoming a part of a social movement, including feminism. 
Sprague, Joey. “Qualitative Shifts: Feminist Strategies in Field Research and Interviewing.” 


Feminist Methodologies for Critical Researchers: Bridging Differences. Walnut Creek: 


AltaMira Press, 2005, pp 119-163.


Sprague distinguishes feminist methods of interview from conventional, mainstream methods by discussing the feminist focus on issues of power and differences in race/class/gender. She discusses researchers’ tendencies to alter their styles of speaking based on the expectations projected onto the identities of particular participants. She also mentions how participants tend to vary their style of speech and openness based on sameness or difference to the researcher. Despite these factors, Sprague writes that the goal of feminist research styles is to eliminate “othering.” This can be accomplished by establishing “rapport” with the participant and being open to disclosure on the part of the researcher, thereby establishing a reciprocal sort of “pseudo-conversation” instead of the detached observation style of traditional interview tactics (127). Feminist research is dynamic and flexible. Structured questioning styles may be altered or abandoned when emotional responses show that the interview would be better suited in a different direction. In this way, the participant is given power to mold the direction of the interview and the topics of conversation. Finally, she writes that collaboration between a group of researchers (instead of one interviewer) is “useful in compensating for some of the limitations of their standpoints” (158). 

Sutton, J., & Pollock, S. (2000). Online Activism for Women's Rights. CyberPsychology & Behavior, 3(5), 699-706. doi:10.1089/10949310050191700.
This article focuses on the use of the internet as a vehicle for advocating social change, and more specifically, for the purpose of feminist activism.  “The underlying premise of the Women’s Internet Campaign is that women should have the capacity and the capability to participate in the planning, development, and use of ICT.” Online feminist activism includes a variety of issues, including ensuring adequate female access to the web, and even the knowledge of the logistical means of to how to successfully implement an activist agenda using the internet.  Additionally, the Women’s Internet Campaign focuses on women not only being able to have adequate command of communicating via the internet but also being able to actively use it.  Part of the campaign involved a sharing of experiences in terms of using the internet.  A common consensus was the response that focusing on women as too narrow of an audience.  Additionally, this article discusses not only the advantages of the internet as a new platform for activism but also the disadvantages to the women’s movement.  For example, issues such as online safety, pornography, women-hating, opportunity, public space, equal access, and language and culture (80% of sites are in English, alienating a significant population of women).


Tarrant, Shira. Men and Feminism. Berkeley, California: Seal Press, 2009. Print. 

Tarrant’s book  focuses on the involvement and incorporation of men into the feminist movement and in their self-identification as feminists. Tarrant begins her writing by looking at the success of the “This Is What a Feminist Looks Like” campaign as well as how many men live feminist lives, but disregard the label due to the understanding that feminism is a female movement. Additionally, Tarrant dedicates one chapter solely to looking at the advantage of male privilege and the availability of power for their use which is often ignored or overlooked in society as simply being the norm. Also, Tarrant calls for men to take up the feminist cause by working within activism that they are comfortable with from campus and local activism to national and global campaigns. Tarrant’s writing provides insight into gaining male support in feminist activism and also provides examples to deconstruct traditional stereotypes and gendered norms in regards to “women’s issues.” 
Taylor, M., White, W.J., and Kent, M.L. (2001) How Activist Organizations are Using the Internet to Build Relationships. Public Relations Review 27,  263-284.


This author, Maureen Taylor, studies a series of activism based websites in order to synthesize a list indicating key factors towards keeping a constant supporter base.  She argues the internet as a useful tool towards gaining supporters typically because of low cost maintenance.  Her study explores how effectively mechanisms of dialogue are used in order to create a relationship between the activist organization and the public.  Before evaluating the status of dialogue on internet-mediated relationship building, the piece begins with a background on the nature of public relations between an organization and the target audience.  Through her research, Taylor identifies the main mechanisms towards guiding successful relationships with the public.  These include ease of interface, usefulness of information, conservation of visitors, generation of return visits, and dialogic loop.  From research, Taylor argues that the interactive component represents a main proponent for sustaining public interest.  She further specifies that this statement bears more validity in the context of activism sites seeking out a volunteer audience.  As part of her study, Taylor analyzed the websites of a hundred activist organizations with respect to her five criteria towards successfully maintaining a public relationship.  Conclusions from data revealed that these organizations failed to meet the full potential of the dialogic capabilities available via the internet.

Valenti, Jessica. Full Frontal Feminism: A Young Woman’s Guide to Why Feminism Matters. 

Berkeley, California: Seal Press, 2007. Print. 
Valenti presents a well-rounded look at feminism within contemporary society through providing insights into labeling oneself a feminist and becoming a part of feminist activism. In this book, Valenti addresses feminism as represented and intertwined within various areas of society, such as the economy and consumerism, body image, reproductive and sexual rights, men and feminism. As Valenti provides insight into feminist action and beliefs surrounding these various topics, she also provides a short synopsis of the feminist history and also works to undo the myths that have continued to surround feminism and feminists. Although this text is not one that is strongly backed in theory, it presents feminism in a way that is accessible to individuals who do not have the opportunity to sit and discuss feminism in the structure of a Women and Gender Studies classroom. Valenti’s text provides descriptions of the media’s portrayal of feminists/feminism as well as the impact of pop culture on women’s representations of themselves, which both impact women’s identification as feminists.
Zucker, Alyssa N. “Disavowing Social Identities: What It Means When Women Say, “I’m Not A 

Feminist,   But…”” Psychology of Women Quarterly 28 (2004): 423-435. Print. 
In this article, Zucker presents information to begin to understand why women who embrace feminist principles in their everyday lives are wary of labeling themselves as feminists. Unlike traditional studies on women’s feminist identities, Zucker’s study establishes a new way to measuring and theorizing feminist identity as the study looked at not only two types of women—feminist and nonfeminist—but also women who supported feminist beliefs but refused the feminist label.  Zucker provides background on discussing the feminist identity through tracking identity development as well as looking at the power of positive images. In her findings, Zucker presents data that continues to support the need for exposure to feminism in a variety of mediums in order to relate to the feminist identity. Zucker’s data continues to support the findings from surveys collected for this research project to the benefits of accepting a feminist identity as well as hypothesizing where reluctance stems from, while also providing consideration for power of life experiences, personal beliefs, and self labeling on the identity decisions of women.
This is a long email but explains EVERYTHING about editing so please please please read the whole thing. It has EXTREMELY IMPORTANT info that we all need.





Ok everyone, we pretty have it up and running and hopefully, my absolute goal is to have it done by Friday afternoon *crosses fingers* So I already met with a couple of you about the program and a quick tutorial but I wanted to send out a group email that explained (as best I could) how to access to the file and what to do with it.


Ok, Step 1: Log into an IMM building computer in one of the free labs (there's schedules on the walls next to the doors) on the second floor








Step 2: When you log in, the SoAC_share folder usually opens automatically. If not, it's right on the desktop. Within that folder is my folder called KERRY FIALLO (the list is in alphabetical order). Click that and you will see the raw clips and about three final cut pro (FCP) files. Click on F-WORD OFFICIAL. That is our file.





Step 3: It'll open, ask you hit continue on something and then the actual movie file will open. It'll say something to the effect that the files need to be reconnected. Just hit continue. You'll notice then on the bottom of the screen (the timeline sequence where you see the actual edited up clips), there is thin red lines above the times. Also if you try to play the movie, you'll just hear a beep beep beep noise. All you have to do is highlight the actual bits of edited clips (hold the SHIFT key and click to select more than one) and when they're all highlighted hit COMMAND + R. This will render the clips an make them usuable. This'll take roughly 6 minutes for the file to do. Then you can listen to them and edit with them yay!





Step 4: EDITING!! :D


To edit: on the right side of the screen, there is the toolbar. To chop up the clips, click the sixth button down- it looks like a razor. You can click on the clips then drag them around and whatnot. Remember, the blue is video and the two greens are audio. They will move together even if you just pick up on the blue. Again, if you need to click and hold on to multiple things, hold down SHIFT while clicking.


To close a gap: if there's a gap you want to close between shots, just right click on the gap and click CLOSE GAP.





To bring in new footage: all of the usuable clips are labeled and ordered in the top left window called the BROWSER. If you want to bring one in (either a new one or if let's say, you want the interview with Cecilia but it's too chopped up in the timeline and want to start afresh), just click on the selected clip in the Browser and drag and drop it into the timeline.





IMPORTANT NOTES: I already created the slides for the questions along with audio of one of us saying the question. We're only doing slides for the five main questions: First thing that comes to mind/what is feminism/is feminism still relevant today/is feminism only for women/do you consider yourself a feminist? For the other questions like what does a feminist look like and would you date a feminist, we're gonna put them interspersed (with us asking the question included) within the larger questions. Does that make sense?








Also, everything on the extreme left on the timeline sequence is edited and FINISHED. We're gonna obviously go over it one more time together at the end but please just add to it, don't delete or mess around with someone else's work. Also, in the middle of the timeline you will see chopped up interviews. We're simply chopping up the interviews by question and then dragging and dropping where they belong. Again, you can add in an unused interview from the browser window if you want one.





TO SAVE (VERY VERY IMPORTANT): By just clicking save project, it'll save automatically in the So_AC folder. I would also HIGHLY HIGHLY OMG HIGHLY suggest saving it to your H drive when finished for the day. To do this: keep open the So_AC folder with the F WORD OFFICIAL file visible. Click on the HOMEST1 file on the desktop. Within that file you will see two options: Icon and Users. Click Users and your file name will pop up (ie Fiallo2). Click on that and then drag and drop the F WORD OFFICIAL from the So_AC folder into your H drive folder. This will copy it there. Just in case. Ok? Or you can right click on the F WORD OFFICIAL and copy and paste literally. Does this all make sense?











Ok, this was a long email but a super important one.





Also, KEEP CHECKING YOUR EMAIL AS OFTEN AS POSSIBLE. WE NEEEED TO SET UP WHO CAN EDIT WHEN BECAUSE I CAN'T KEEP GOING EVERYDAY FOR HOURS ON END. I would suggest going by the filming schedules as a basic schedule but keep emailing and texting each other when you plan on going to the edit. YOU ALL NEED TO HAVE A HAND IN IT. I would suggest going in pairs, and keeping me updated when you go so I can stop by and see how it's going if I can. This HAS TO BE A COLLABORATIVE EFFORT. I don't want to be like I'm the head editor or something because that's not fair to all of you. This is very much our project.





Ok, I think that's it for now. I'll be emailing you again soon.





-Kerry








Hello,


My name is Estephanie Betances and I am a senior psychology major/wgs minor. I'm currently in WILL's activism capstone project. Our overall goal is to create an on campus awareness campaign about women's and gender studies issues.  


To accomplish this, we will be conducting short interviews with various individuals/organizations on campus. The short video that we will create will ultimately be shown at a Discussion Event on April 20th, in the hopes of sparking dialogue and analysis.





I am particularly interested in interviewing members of <insert name here>. Interviews would be a series of 5-6 short questions and could be done one on one or in a group. Does this sound like something your organization could be interested in? If so, what are your organization's meeting times?





Thanks in advance!


Estephanie Betances





Hi Dr. Bresnahan,��As I'm sure I've mentioned before, I am a WGS major and I am currently in my WGS capstone with Mary Lynn Hopps.  Our capstone project is called "Reclaiming the F-Word," and it is about reclaiming the word "feminist," and talking about why the word is so politically and emotionally charged, and what it really means.  Part of the project is making a video of many short interviews asking students, faculty, and staff different questions about feminists and feminism.  Each interview lasts about 2 minutes, and we have about 80 minutes of footage so far, so it should be really interesting.  My group and I were wondering if you would agree to be interviewed for the video, and if you had any time next week that you could spare about 5 minutes of your time (I know you are a very busy woman, and I am completely serious when I say it will take all of five minutes to do).  The final 15 min video will be shown as part of a panel/show in the Library Auditorium at 8pm on April 20th, and that's the only thing we will be using the footage for.  Please let me know if you would be interested in this, and some times you would be available next week.  We are extremely flexible with our scheduling.  Thank you so much, and have a great weekend!��Best,��Jennifer Hill








